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Gaining Financial Freedom 
by Alice Lamb 

 

Bleep. Bleep. Bleep. Ching-chang went the register as I "cashed" out today at A C Moore. Does anyone use cash these days?  Oh, 

the ease, instead of swiping a credit card.  Dave and I have always taken pride in making sure all our bills are paid on time so that we 

could establish and maintain good credit. That practice has earned us the luxury and the right to own and use credit cards.  Oh, such 

financial freedom, a far cry from those penny-pinching put-that-item-back days!  Except ... giving someone else our hard-earned 

money to have the freedom to swipe a credit card, which makes them rich, seems to be a costly luxury--one that needs to be 

reconsidered.  

I remember the thrill of being approved for our first credit card. The valued sense of accomplishment and maturity still  

resounds deep within.  Do you remember yours?  Who else remembers going to the State Fair and signing up for a  

new credit card for that free item?  Now that we are older, and wiser, “free” ......... we could have had that T-shirt  

plated in gold by now with all the interest we have paid over the years.  The internal victory dances over yet another 

approval for yet another credit card, which we once did, are now only stammering loud cries over money lost, no-no,  

over money forked-over-given away (so much worse than lost), to complete strangers, who had us tethered to easy  

swiping.  So how do we stop this cycle of charging up cards, getting a low interest consolidation loan, charging some  

more, getting another loan, charging, loan? Yes, it's a cycle that you too may know.  Through Financial University classes, 

held on Sunday nights at the church (through November 19), Dave and I are learning to take our common sense a few steps further: 

First, we tucked away $1000 emergency fund so that, if a big purchase is needed, we will not need to use a credit card.  

Second, instead of using credit cards with medium to high interest, which will make a stranger rich with our money, we will use cash 

(or debit card) and save that interest money for ourselves.  If there is not enough cash available, we don't make the purchase. Ouch, 

yes, that hurts! It's hard!! It takes sacrifice and discipline. 

Third, we are paying off our credit cards.  This step might take some time, as we have more than a couple of cards. How many are in 

your wallet?  

Let me go back to step two: no cash, no purchase. If we are not to use credit cards, then we need to have cash.  Some suggestions 

Dave Ramsey (in Financial Freedom) gives are to get a job (a second one if needed), take more work hours to increase income, or 

even sell items.  It's amazing what can be accomplished with determination.  Our refrigerator died, of course, but we have agreed not 

to purchase a standard size until we can pay cash, so we are currently using a small 4.4 cu ft. one which we purchased with cash - 

and it’s working for us - especially knowing we are keeping all that interest money for ourselves!  We will not be charging Christmas 

presents, so it's either small cash purchases or handcrafted treasures this year.  I'm selling my antique bed and dresser and other 

items to either have that cash on hand or, if enough, pay off another credit card. Why all these sacrifices?  Because Dave and I are 

worth it.  It's about time we reap the benefits of our own money rather than the charge card companies!  

That is why I did indeed use cash at A C Moore today!  It was a small step to break that tether to debt, but it was a victorious step!  
 

Ed. Note: This is the 2nd time this 10-wk course has been conducted at FAC and it may be done in the future if there is enough interest. 

 

 

Alice Lamb 
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Pastoral Search Update 

The Pastoral Search Committee has been meeting regularly and has had several resumes to consider. They also listen to sermons 

from that person. When they find one that has good potential as a possible candidate at FAC, they have him fill out an extensive 

questionnaire. That questionnaire is then reviewed by the committee and they may have a Skype interview with him. Should that 

prove fruitful, that person will be recommended to the elders and the man would be invited to come to Fulton for a weekend to meet 

with the elders and get a ‘feel’ for our church and community. If the elders want to proceed and the interviewee agrees, he will be 

called to come back to actually candidate for a weekend. This will entail him preaching and meeting with various leaders and, 

possibly, having an open forum for the congregation to get acquainted with him and his family. With positive feedback here, the 

congregation will be asked to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on that candidate. With a majority ‘yes’ vote, the candidate then may accept or reject 

the call.  

So, you see, it is a rather long and laborious system, but one that we trust will bring God’s man for our church at this time. We know it 

has been several months already, but, as one leader told us, we are not just trying to fill a position, but we are praying and working to 

find the man God has for us. Thank you for your patience and mostly for your PRAYERS as this process proceeds. 

Pastoral Search Committee:  Tim Burdick, chair 

Bryan Cleaveland,  Debbie Duger,  Mike DeLorme,  Nellie Eggleton,  Carole Webb 

 

 From the Laos in Cambodia 

In September Soeuth and Syna Lao’s correspondence from Cambodia, where they 

are missionaries, told about a need for a small church in Toul Prich with whom they 

have been working.  Among other things, the church needs a cement floor to replace 

the muddy one and benches so the congregation didn’t need to sit on the floor.  Here 

is an excerpt from the Lao’s follow-up letter: 

We are thrilled to tell you that the financial gifts we’ve received for the need in 

Toul Prich are MORE than enough!  Thank you so much for your generous gifts! 

Some people have legitimate questions concerning how money sent to us is 

used, so we want to share with you how it works.  

Every International Worker has accounts which are carefully monitored by the 

financial departments in the C&MA National Office as well as our local leaders 

here. Every transaction must go through these Godly staffs with proper records 

of receipts.  This is a safe way to keep all of us accountable to one another and 

accountable to God in areas of finance.  

One of our accounts is called Work Specials and it can be used for any need 
relating to our ministries for up to $1,000 per month.  We plan to do projects for 
Toul Prich one step at a time, so that we do not overwhelm this new and very 
young church with all these outside gifts, all at once. Otherwise, they may 
develop unhealthy expectations.  We want to help them establish boundaries, 
and accountability. They will contribute volunteer workers and their families will 
prepare meals for the workers. Our policy is also for the local church to 
contribute 10% of the total cost within a five-year time frame.   

Locally, Fulton Alliance church sent the Laos $590 toward this project including $150 

from the Senior Servants. The Laos are one of four missionary families with which 

our church partners. 

 

Senior Servants 

Celebrating Veteran’s Day 

The November 8 meeting of the Senior 

Servants will be a tribute to veterans. 

We encourage any families with 

veterans to attend, and all other families 

who want to honor them. Bring any 

military memorabilia that you may want 

to show us. We will hear from two of our 

local vets, Rich Cole and Charlie 

Weaver, who will share their personal 

stories. Bring a dish to share and invite 

any veterans you know. 

Celebrating Christmas 

Our December 13 meeting will include a 

delicious catered buffet, for which you 

must sign up by December 6th. Find 

Donna Kulle who will have a sign up 

sheet or call her at 315-635-6896. The 

cost is $10 per person for which you 

may pay at the door. We will have our 

annual White Elephant Auction—wrap 

anything you find around your house 

that you don’t want or need anymore. 

All proceeds from the auction will be 

given to Jesse and Liz for their Garden  

     Project in Africa. 

         Looking forward to your fellowship 

                   during these holidays. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD REPORT 

Be filling your shoe boxes with items to bring joy to a child somewhere in the world. On the table in the Welcome Center are many 

suggestions and boxes for you to use.  They are due at the church by November 12. Also, there is a red container in which you may 

put any extra shoe box items that will be used toward filling many boxes on Sat, November 4, when we have a Packing Party, a 

gathering of all who want to come to fill boxes from 3:30 to 5:00 PM. We often do about 100 boxes at this event, so we can use any 

donations brought in. Be reminded, too, that Samaritan's Purse requests $9 per box to cover the enormous distribution costs they 

entail. This can be enclosed in your box, via the envelopes provided on our table or sent online at  

operationchristmaschild.org.  At that site you may get the info for following your box to its final destination.  

Thanks for being a part of this amazing 'Operation!' 

 

Help for Puerto Rico 

Report following Hurricane Maria 

 

Rev Javier Gómez, District superintendent of the Alliance in Puerto Rico, reports that as of October 10, 90 percent of the island 

remains without power, 50 percent without water, and 75 percent without communications. On behalf of the Alliance family in 

Puerto Rico, Javier thanks God for His provision and protection. There was no loss of life among the Alliance family. Of the 63 

churches on the island  

 7 suffered severe damage, 
 21 suffered moderate damage, and 
 33 suffered little or no damage. 

About one in five pastors' homes was damaged; on average, 8–10 homes per congregation were damaged.  District personnel and 

relief coordinators (from CMA Services) have purchased a satellite phone, water filters, solar chargers, and other needed items 

that have been given to the district. They also sent funds to be distributed throughout the six regions to help people purchase food, 

fuel, and water. Learn more at www.CAMAServices.org to see the many ways CAMA is serving around the world. 

 

He’s making a difference 

One of the young members of our Fulton Alliance congregation did something about the needs in  

Puerto Rico.  
 

The Bridge: What is your name?      Emanuel Smith 

TB: How old are you?         ES: Nine 

TB: How did you hear about Hurricane Maria?  ES: On the news 

TB: How did that news make you feel?   ES: Scared - half my family lives there 

TB: Why is Puerto Rico important to you?         ES: My grandmother Duger is from there and most of her family still lives there. 

TB: How did you come up with the idea to collect money for Puerto Rico?  ES: The idea popped into my head, so I told my mother. 

TB: Did you have a goal?     ES: Yes, I had 2.  The first was to reach $500 and the other was $1,000. 

TB: How much money was raised?  ES: We raised $821 

TB: How did you feel making your first goal? ES: I felt great! 

TB: What was the most exciting thing throughout this experience? ES: Getting the big donations, it was great to see people giving! 

TB: How can you encourage someone who would like to do this but may feel scared?    ES: You need to practice your speech  

    and try it out on people you know first. 

TB: Would you do this again?  ES: Maybe! 

TB: Any final thoughts?   ES: I hope this helps Puerto Rico and that the help continues. 

TB: Thank you, Emanuel, for setting an example for all of us by taking action to help when you saw a need in the world.  

 

The proceeds from his project have been forwarded to CAMA Services for Puerto Rico Relief.  Emanuel put the names of all his 

contributors in a hat and at the end of his campaign, he drew a name. That individual won a dinner of their choice prepared and 

served at the Smith home. His Grandma Duger picked the winning ticket, witnessed by Nellie Eggleton. The winner is Pam 

Fragale, his aunt.    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deaconesses Sponsor 
Clothing Giveaway 

 

In mid-October the deaconesses, having collected lots 

of clothing, gave them away from Reta Kerr’s front 

yard. They had bags and bags of clothes (about 20 

various sizes) 3/5ths of which were women’s, 1/5 were 

men’s, 1/5 were children's. More used children’s 

clothing was being sought. As ‘customers’ came, 

relationships were made with the community. We were 

privileged to personally share Christ with several, 

including a mother who had spiritual questions.  We 

gave her a New Testament after praying for her. Some 

items were taken to friends at the Gardens nursing 

home, and that produced tears of great joy as 

witnessed by one of our  deaconesses.  

                            

Throughout the two days, they were  

        able to show the love of Christ, see old  

    friends and make new friends. It was 

deemed a successful event and they will do this again 

since they see that there is a real need for clothes 

here in Fulton. 

 

Sunday School is  

for EVERYONE 
 

Sunday School has been meeting each week since September 10 from 

9:15 to 10:15.  Nursery class for 2 and 3 yr. olds is taught by Carole 

Webb and meets in the room next to the nursery.  Kindergarten class for 

4 and 5 yr. olds is taught by Shelly Curtis and meets in room 10. Grades 

1-6 meet together in the Fellowship Hall where they hear a lesson taught 

by various men of the church. Grades 1-3 then go to room 11 with Beth 

Lockwood, Lisa Caltabiano, and Sylvia Cleaveland for crafts and lesson 

enhancement.  Grades 4-6 go to room 18 with Judy Bengar and Barb 

Race for further teaching.  They have been learning stories of creation, 

Noah, Abraham and Isaac and how God is our Provider and Deliverer.  

In November the children will begin preparing for a Christmas program 

to be given for the entire church on December 10.  We welcome 

newcomers to join us as we prepare to celebrate our Savior's birth. 

Jr. High and Sr. High teen’s class is taught by Pastor Tyler.  The Adult 

class continues with a series What is the Church? led by Fred Allen. The 

Men’s Class goes through Men of Integrity material weekly.  

 

Brunners Big Time Dream 

We appreciated Tom Brunner’s sermon series on Waiting that he 

preached here this summer. He and Luann have been asked to take a 

new position in the D.C. area. Here are excerpts from their recent letter: 

There are 9 million people in our Nation's Capital Region. It is 

the 5th fastest-growing region in the US. It is also one of our 

most unchurched regions (70% lack an active affiliation with 

any religion).  The Alliance wants to help these people become 

followers of Christ, and the best way to reach more people is to 

start new churches.  We’ve been asked to help. My role as 

Director of Church Planting will be to help raise up church 

planters who start transformational churches around the 

National Capital Region.  I will help existing churches be 

greenhouses that plant churches around that Region.  This is a 

step of faith, as the Mid-Atlantic District lacks funds for this big-

time dream. It is not something I can do on my own. I need 

people who will support me by praying and giving. 

For all the information of this new adventure, email Tom and get his 

whole letter to see ways you may want to help.  

tbrunner001@gmail.com  They also have a house in the Fairmount area 

that needs to sell, so they can both make this move ASAP. 

 

Good News Clubs in Three Local 

Schools 
 

Our Good News Clubs are off to a great start with sixty 

children registered. This is the 9th year for Granby, 8th 

for Lanigan and 7th for Fairgrieve. 

 

Many of the children are from unchurched homes. 

Please pray that whole families will come to know 

Christ as their Savior and Lord through this ministry to 

children. 

 

We are in need of more help at Fairgrieve and Lanigan 

schools. Attention homeschooling parents: this would 

be a great serving opportunity for your junior or senior 

high students.  Clubs are for 2nd-6th graders and meet 

once a week from 3:30-5:00—Lanigan on Wednesdays 

and Fairgrieve on Thursdays. Let me know if you can 

help or if you want more information.  

 

Ruth Weaver, Good News Club Coordinator 

315-598-4153 

 

mailto:tbrunner001@gmail.com


 

Marriages… 

Richard Rice will marry Betty 

McDougall on November 4 in 

Boonville, NY. The couple will live 

in her home there. Betty is aunt to 

Jeff McDougall, who used to 

attend here. She is the mother of 

10 and was widowed after 53 

years of marriage. She can be 

found on ‘facebook’ where she 

writes a daily devotional, which is 

well worth checking out. Richard 

and Betty will be attending the 

United Methodist Church of 

Boonville, where she teaches 

Sunday School. Richard hopes to 

introduce the Men of Integrity 

material to a men’s class there. 

He appreciates that material and 

has been involved in leadership 

with Steve Ives of our Men's 

Class for a long time. We sadly 

say goodbye to Richard, who was 

widowed from Joyce 2 years ago 

after 54 years of marriage. He 

has been an active part of our 

church since 1986. He served 

here for several years as 

treasurer and was a deacon for 

approximately 5 years. We will 

miss him, but rejoice with him that 

the Lord has brought this 

beautiful partner into his life. 

 

Barb Race’s daughter Kristin 

LeRond married Brett Rosenberg, 

Oct 13. The couple lives in Aldie, 

VA where she is a special 

education teacher and he is a 

government employee. Kristin is 

the youngest of Barb’s 3 children 

and she loved it that the entire 

family was present at the 

wedding.  

 

Bereaved… 

Kyle Logan died Sept. 12, from 
injuries in a motorcycle accident. 
He lived in California with his wife 
Karen and 2 yr old son Zak.  Kyle 
was the son of Travis Logan and 
Jody (Timerson) Hutchins, 
brother of Cory, grandson of Bill 
and Renee and nephew of Jan 
Burdick. His other grandparents 
are Jim and Peggy Timerson, 
who were active in our church for 
many years before moving to 
Nevada several years ago. Kyle's 
other siblings, Caleb, Keaon and 
Kerstin, are here in the Fulton 
area. 
 

Nancy Schick’s brother Tom 

Smythe of Durham, N Carolina, 

passed into the presence of 

Jesus October 13, following a 

long illness.  

 

Beverly Brown, new in our 

church, lost a brother on Oct 20. 

He lived in S. Carolina and died 

unexpectedly. That was the 5th of 

Beverly’s 9 siblings to pass.  

 

Our sympathy and prayers are 

extended to these grieving 

families. 

 

They're refugees… 

Roland and Adele (Rice) Sanchez 

escaped from Puerto Rico a 

couple weeks after the storm. The 

house they were renting was not 

affected, but the home on the 

beach that Roland had inherited 

from his Grandmother and where 

they used to live, was destroyed. 

They are devastated by the 

sorrowful conditions on this their 

adopted home. They are now 

living in her dad, Richard Rice's 

home, since he is moving to 

Boonville with his new wife. 

Having gotten out with only 

suitcases of clothing, they are just 

making do day by day until they 

know what the future holds for 

them. Adele is substitute teaching 

in Fulton schools and works 

evenings for UPS. Roland is 

disabled with a back problem. We 

welcome them back to Fulton and 

pray God leads them in their 

decisions about the future. 

 

Adventure trips… 

In September David and Kathy 

Couture traveled to New Mexico 

by train, then rented a car. On to 

Red Rock, NM to a Michael 

Murphy concert at an outdoor 

amphitheater. They visited 

Canyon-lands, Arches and Zion 

National Parks in Utah, and on to 

the north rim of the Grand 

Canyon. In Tucson they enjoyed 

a huge model train display—a 

passion of Dave’s. Up to Winslow 

AZ on old Route 66 where they 

JUST 

 the FACts 



 

stayed in the historic La Posada 

hotel. From there they went to 

Four Corners and then Mesa 

Verde NP. They took a scenic 

railroad trip into the Rocky 

Mountains and took Amtrak back 

to Syracuse. Kathy’s conclusion, 

“God is the Master Landscaper! “ 

Kathy Callahan just returned from 

2 weeks in New Zealand. She 

traveled with a lady friend, with 

whom she has made several 

awesome trips (Iceland, Portugal, 

and more.)  They traveled with 16 

people from all over the world on 

the tour and thoroughly enjoyed 

the early spring of this beautiful 

land. She took her first helicopter 

ride over the Franz Joseph 

glacier and it was breath-taking. 

 They spent a night in a Maori 

sleeping lodge and learned about 

the culture of these native people. 

Most astonishing was the fact that 

one member of the tribe was 

named Callahan! A tour of the 

Weta studios revealed the 

manufacture of many of the 

implements used in movies like 

the Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, 

Avatar and other Peter Jackson 

movies. They also took an off-

road tour of sites where many of 

his movies were shot. (Eat your 

heart out, Tyler!) 

 

Welcome… 

Two families joined the church on 

September 17. Peter and 

Madonna Lake and Mike and 

Hannah (Griffin) DeLorme were 

officially received into our 

fellowship. The Lakes live in 

Hannibal and run their own 

business as landlords of local 

property. The DeLormes 

transferred their membership 

from the Oswego Alliance. They 

both were part of FAC growing 

up. Mike is a Financial Advisor 

and works from home and he is 

on the Search Committee. 

Hannah is serving on our worship 

team. Welcome, folks.  

 

And welcome to  Declan 

DeLorme, 9# 3oz, born October 9 

to Mike and Hannah. He joins his 

5 siblings:  Jubilee, Parker, 

Griffin, Dorothy and Ellie. There is 

a concern about him possibly 

having a growth behind his heart, 

which they are watching closely 

to see what may need to be done 

about it in the future.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Commission 

Women 

Got MORE Refocused 
 

Sept 29-30, a group of 11 of our Great 

Commission Women attended our District 

Fall Refocus at Delta Lake Bible 

Conference Center. The new National 

Project theme of this year is More and 

more we received. More discipleship, More 

in prayer stations, More in refreshments 

and More fellowship!  In sharing with other 

local churches' GCW groups, we were able 

to come back with fresh new ideas of 

events that may be of interest to our 

women. One constant theme heard that 

weekend was the need to share Christ with 

the Father-less.  This thought is not 

restricted to children, but by anyone's life-

experience--we all need the Heavenly 

Father. 

 

See the next page for Great 

Commission 

 Women’s events! 

 

Share with our 

Community 

Thanksgiving baskets and 

      Christmas boxes will be filled with food 

items and distributed by the deacons.  This 

year, instead of asking everyone to bring in 

the needed foods, the deacons will be 

collecting monetary gifts and they will do the 

shopping.  

 

If you know of someone who would be 

blessed by this ministry, or a name of a child 

would could use a Love-A-Child gift in 

December, leave the name with Ginni in the  

church office (593-6842, ext. 103) or send an 

email to ginni@fultonalliance.org 

Thank you… 
From Mike & Diane Tallents… 

  We cannot thank our church family 

enough for the prayers, cards, 

messages, calls following Mike’s 

heart attack. God was good to us 

throughout the ordeal and gave us 

comfort, peace, & strength. 

 

From Iva Stoughtenger… 

Thank you to all who sent cards after 

my husband Chris’s passing.  They 

were greatly appreciated. 

 

From Nancy Galizia / Fred 

Johnson… 

We are constantly appreciative of the 

prayers, cards, phone calls, and food 

during our times of ‘ups and downs’ 

physically.  We love you all and thank 

you.  

 

 



 

  

 

Pinterest Party 
Nov. 17,  6:00-9:00 PM -  $7.00/craft 
Invite a friend.  Build a relationship 

Bring a snack to share.   
Donation for Robby Zogg’s birthday will be taken.  

Mitten/glove collection for Fulton’s Christmas Tree Lighting Event 
Please sign up by November 5th  

Contact person: Monica Stoutenger 315-592-2833 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

… preach the good news to the poor, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim freedom for the captives, release from darkness for the prisoners 

(Isaiah 61:1) and declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9) 

 

SOUL CARE Study 
Come even if it is your first time 

Friday, Nov. 3 &10 
4:30-6 PM at FAC 

 

Coffee with the Ladies 

11/11 Mimi’s 9:30 AM 
12/12 Chick ’n Chop 12:00 noon 

Cookie Exchange 
 

Fabric Garland 
  

Reversible Wooden Decor 
 

Kissing Ball and Tea Wreath 
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