
 

 

 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to see the light 
of joy.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: What has been the greatest light show you have ever 
experienced? What makes it stand out in your mind?    

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  On Sunday we lit the third Advent candle representing Illumination 

and Joy. What is one thing from the message that left an impression 
on you? 

2.  Read John 1:9-13. How is it possible that the creator of all that we 
know and comprehend was not recognized when He came to Earth? 
Why do you suppose the Savior of the world was born in an obscure 
village that had no room for Him?

3.  Read John 3:16-21. Jesus describes His generation as “loving darkness 
more than the light.” How do you think He would describe our current 
generation 2000 years after He was here? Is there a connection 
between the level of light in the world and the level of joy in the world?    
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4.  Read Romans 14:17-19. What activities help you feel the joy and 
presence of Jesus in your life? Now read 1 Peter 1:8-9. How often are 
we to experience this “inexpressible joy?” How would you describe that 
type of joy to a curious friend? 

DIGGING DEEPER: See Hebrews 12:2. We assume joy does not entail 
suffering — how do joy and suffering mix together here? Now go to 
1 Peter 4:12-13. Our joyful experiences can be in the present, and 
also focused on future events. What might happen if you viewed your 
problems as potentially joyous opportunities?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Read Matthew 5:13-16. In a practical sense, how do we shine for Jesus? 
How should we interact with the world around us, knowing His light 
shines through us in the good and the difficult times of our life?       

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Read 1 John 1:1-4. What connection do you see between fellowship with 
fellow believers and experiencing God’s joy? See 2 John verse 12. Share a 
time when community and fellowship brought joy to your life.     

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
See John 15:9-12. Jesus longs for us to experience His joy and light. 
How do you sense God is moving you to apply this Advent message 
“The Light Of Joy?”

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?   
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