
 

 

 

 

 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to live with 
expectant hope.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Tell us about something you really hoped for as a child at 
Christmas time.    

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  On Sunday, we lit the first Advent candle, representing our hope in 

Jesus.  What did you learn that you want to apply in this Christmas 
season? 

2.  Read John 1:1-5.  The theme of light vs. darkness is prominent 
throughout the Bible. Why do you think the Bible uses the contrast 
between “light” and “darkness” to teach spiritual truths?  Read Isaiah 
9:2.   In what ways were you living in darkness before you met Jesus?  
What were your substitutes for God?

3.  John 8:12 tells us that Jesus is the Light of the World, who came to light 
our way back to life in God.  Look at Psalm 119:105, and 2 Corinthians 
4:6.  What has the change from living in darkness to living in light 
looked like in your own life?  Was there one thing that prompted you to 
search for God?  What was it about Jesus that attracted you to 
Christianity?    

4.  Read Isaiah 5:20.  How do you see this in our culture today? Now read 
Ephesians 5:8-10.  What is the hardest part of living as light in a morally 
dark world?  What scriptures encourage you? 

DIGGING DEEPER: In the beginning of John’s gospel, he focuses on the 
divinity of Jesus and the mystery of the incarnation.  Jesus is both man 
and God.  This is a mystery that intrigues us and stretches our imagina-
tion.  What are the implications of this?  What baffles you, inspires you, 
or challenges you about this?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Do you know someone who needs hope this Christmas?  What could you 
do to bring light to their holiday?       

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Some Christians, while attempting to relate to unbelievers, adopt their 
behaviors.  Others over-emphasize the need to be separate from the 
world, driving unbelievers away or never knowing any well enough to 
have influence.  How can we find a balance in this tension and be light in 
our world without being overcome by darkness?     

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
Psalm 23 is a picture of resting in God’s care, even in the most difficult 
circumstances.  How has the Lord been your shepherd in the past? How 
can you allow Him to be your shepherd during this Advent season?

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?   
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