
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is  
the Law and the Prophets.”   Matthew 7:12 ESV  
 
“Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask yourself what you want 
people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them. Add up God’s Law 
and Prophets and this is what you get.”   Matthew 7:12 MSG  
 

The Golden Rule — Do to others what you would wish done to yourself  
 

Debunking Forgiveness Myths 
 
Forgiveness does not mean reconciliation  
 

Forgiveness does not mean forgetting  
 

Forgiveness does not mean denying the hurt  
 

Forgiveness does not require an apology   
 
 

How To Forgive Everyone always 
 

 Remember how God forgives  
“Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.  
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”   Colossians 3:13 NLT  
 
If you know God’s love and forgiveness, then there is a limit to how deeply another 
person can hurt you. He or she can’t touch your real identity, wealth, and signifi-
cance. The more you rejoice in your own forgiveness, the quicker you will be to  
forgive others.”  —  Tim Keller  

 Relinquish thoughts of vengeance  
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all  
types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving  
one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.”   Ephesians 4:31-32 NLT  
 
Jesus — “To you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 
those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you.”    

Luke 6:27-28 NLT  
 
 
 
 
 

 Release the debt incurred  
“Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.”    

Matthew 6:12 NLT  
 
 
 
 
 

 Repeat the process as long as needed  
“Peter came to Him and asked, ‘Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins 
against me? Seven times?’ ‘No, not seven times,’ Jesus replied, ‘but seventy times 
seven!’”   Matthew 18:21-22 NLT     
 
Forgive: To Volitionally Set A Person Free, As An Act Of Love And Mercy,  
 From The Debt Owed Because Of The Hurt And Pain Inflicted 
 
“Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.”   Ephesians 5:2 NLT  

#LoveEveryoneAlwaysTCC 
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next week  

God’s Hope For Us 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to forgive 
others as Jesus did.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: What is the most amazing story of forgiveness you have 
experienced or heard?  

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  Sunday’s message focused on learning how to forgive others as Jesus 

did. What part of the message was new, unexpected, or particularly 
challenging for you? 

2.  Let’s read Romans 12:9-16. “Hate” has become a buzzword in our 
culture and “haters” are the subject of much condemnation. Is hate 
ever appropriate? According to these verses, what should we hate? 
Check out Proverbs 6:16-19 and notice where God’s “hating” is 
directed. How do we separate hating what God hates from hating 
those who do it?   

3.  Let’s continue with Romans 12:17-19. God calls us to not seek revenge 
when we are wronged, but to trust that He will provide justice. 
Forgiveness at its core is releasing the debt. In what ways is following 
God’s advice wise? What are the challenges to doing this?     

4.  Consider other ideas that are often associated with forgiving: forget-
ting, overlooking, excusing, trusting and reconciliation. Are all of these 
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necessary parts of forgiveness? Why or why not? Why is a proper 
understanding of forgiveness important to help us forgive others?  

5.  Now let’s focus on Romans 12:21. Think back to the stories of forgive-
ness we began with. How are these examples of conquering evil with 
good, and what were the results? Who might have been affected by 
these acts of forgiveness, beyond the offender and the forgiver? 

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Read 1 Peter 4:8. In what ways is Christian love more than just an 
emotion? How do we cultivate a love for one another that will help us 
be gracious and forgiving toward one another?     

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Our culture seems to be drifting further and further from God and 
morality. Many people oppose the things of God, and Christians. In order 
to preserve our nation and culture, Christians often oppose these 
enemies with boycotts and refusals to serve them. What is your view on 
the role of Christians in our culture? For example: should a Christian 
baker refuse to bake a cake for a gay wedding?   

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
See Luke 6:27-35 and Proverbs 24:17. Unwarranted forgiveness is such a 
powerful witness of God’s love and grace. It is a gift to the person who 
receives it, and to the person who gives it. Who is someone you might 
need to forgive? How can we support you so that you can extend that 
forgiveness? 

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?

November 19, 2017


	notes_111917
	study guide_111917

