
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is  
the Law and the Prophets.”   Matthew 7:12 ESV  
 
“Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask yourself what you want 
people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them. Add up God’s Law 
and Prophets and this is what you get.”   Matthew 7:12 MSG  
 

The Golden Rule — Do to others what you would wish done to yourself  
 
“Accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given  
glory.”   Romans 15:7 NLT 
 
Accept: To welcome or receive  
 To invite others in 
 

How To Accept Everyone Always 
 

 Refuse to create barriers by judging others  
“Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be treated as you  
treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will  
be judged.”   Matthew 7:1-2 NLT  
 
 

 Approach others with humility and compassion  
“Why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own?  
How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck  
in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get 
rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck 
in your friend’s eye.”   Matthew 7:3-5 NLT  

 

Don’t be judgy 
 

Learn their story 
 

Listen to understand 
 

Believe the best 
 

Say no to stereotyping 
 

Be open to diversity 
 

Resist the urge to shout 
 

Speak truth with civility 
 

Cling to the Bible as the standard 
 
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you 
will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door 
will be opened.”   Matthew 7:7-8 NLT   
 

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace:  
 Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
 Where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
 Where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  
 O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
 To be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, 
 To be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive,  
 It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
 And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  
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Next Week: forgive 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to accept 
others like Jesus did.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Share a time when you felt really accepted by a group of 
people you were not familiar with. What made you feel accepted by them?  

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  Sunday’s message focused on accepting others as Jesus did. In what 

way did this message encourage you? What challenged you? 

2.  Read Romans 15:7-12 and 5:8. We are called to accept one another 
as Christ accepted us. How does Christ’s acceptance help us accept 
others? Does this mean we accept everything a person believes or 
does? What guidelines would help here?   

3.  Jesus drew close to the broken and despised in society. See Matthew 
8:5-11 (Roman soldier), Matthew 9:9-11 (tax collector), Luke 19:5-7 
(sinner), John 4:7-9 (Samaritan woman), John 8:1-11 (adulterer). 
Jesus’ acceptance was more than tolerance. His acceptance was so 
loving that it transformed lives. How is this so? How do we follow His 
example?     

4.  Read Acts 10:1-7. Cornelius, a gentile military commander of the 
occupying Roman forces, was called by God to minister to Peter. How 
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might Peter’s prejudices get in the way (v28)? Read verses 9-16. Why 
do you think the vision was repeated three times? What can we learn 
from verses 34-35?  

5.  Read Mark 6:1-6. Why do you think Jesus’ own community failed to 
accept Him? How did He respond? Read Luke 9:51-56. Why do you 
think the disciples reacted this way? Are there any triggers in your life 
that make it difficult for you to accept certain people? How can we 
understand and overcome these triggers? 

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Read Romans 12:13. We are directed to accept and help “God’s children 
in need.” Who are God’s children, and how do we know? See Hebrews 
13:1-2. Hospitality simply means making other people feel comfortable 
and accepted in your home. Explain how hospitality and acceptance work 
together. What are other practical ways we can express acceptance?     

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Read 1 Samuel 16:7. Our past and prejudices impact how we view others. 
How might trying to see people through God’s eyes, with God’s heart, 
help us love and accept all people, always?   

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
What does taking a step of faith in the area of acceptance mean for you 
this week? How can our group pray for you? 

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?
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