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This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn from 
David’s example of how to extend compassion.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check in with one another. How are you 
doing?

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: If you had it within your power, who would you lift from 
“rags to riches” and why?

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  In Sunday’s message, we heard about the compassion David extended 

to Mephibosheth. What did you learn that could help you extend 
compassion and lift others up? 

2.  In the first verse of our story in 2 Samuel 9, the Hebrew word hesed is 
translated kindness. God used the word hesed to describe himself to 
Moses on Mount Sinai in Exodus 34:6-7. In our recent study in Ruth, 
we learned that hesed love is translated as loving—kindness or grace. 
How is David’s kindness to Mephibosheth an example of hesed love?

3.  Read 2 Samuel 4:4 and 9:1-11. When David became king, the 
descendants of Saul were afraid. They feared David might retaliate 
against them because of the way Saul had treated David. When 
Mephibosheth was summoned by David, he expected the worst. 
But David remembered his promises to Jonathan and extended them 
to Mephibosheth. What promises did David make to Mephibosheth? 
Were any conditions attached?
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4.  Like many Old Testament stories, the story of Mephibosheth is a model 
of what Jesus has done for us. What similarities do you see between 
the story of David and Mephibosheth and our story with Jesus? See 
John 10:28, John 14:1-3, Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 13:5, Romans 
8:15-17.

5.  Read Ephesians 4:32. Here Paul links compassion and forgiveness. 
How are these two concepts related? Can we be compassionate if 
we don’t forgive? How is forgiveness a true act of compassion?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
How does recognizing that God accepts you with all your shortcomings 
help make you more compassionate toward others? Can you give an 
example?

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
The story of Joseph in Genesis is a good example where undeserved 
compassion was extended. Joseph forgave his brothers, then he took care 
of them and their families. Look at Genesis 50:19-20. What can we learn 
from Joseph’s perspective that will help us be more compassionate, even 
in difficult circumstances? 

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 and 2 Corinthians 6:10. How do our true riches in 
Christ enable us to be generous with our love and compassion toward 
others?  

PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray 
and support you?

November 10, 2019


	111019 _ Message Notes
	study guide_11102019

