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GOODNESS — Integrity, moral excellence, trueness; excellent in 
its character or constitution and beneficial or useful in its effect;  
uprightness of heart and life.  
 
 
 Goodness is loving the right things  
 
     and living the right way 
 
 
“And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was 
very good.”   Genesis 1:31 ESV 
 
“And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one is 
good except God alone.’”   Mark 10:18 ESV 
 
“For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and 
His faithfulness to all generations.”   Psalm 100:5 ESV 
 
“All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
no one does good, not even one.”   Romans 3:12 ESV 
 
“The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, 
and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.”    
               Matthew 12:35 ESV  
 
“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. Yet God, in His grace, freely makes us right in His  
sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when He freed us from  
the penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the  
sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they  
believe that Jesus sacrificed His life, shedding His blood.”    

Romans 3:23-25a NLT  

“Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that  
is good and right and true).”   Ephesians 5:8b-9 ESV  
 

 

 
 
“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?”   Micah 6:8 ESV  
 
 

 RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD TRUTH 

 

“Do justice...” 
 
 
 
 

 RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD EVERYONE    
 

“Love kindness…” 
 
 
 
 

 RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD   
 

“Walk humbly…” 
 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.”   Ephesians 2:10 ESV  
 
“To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make  
you worthy of His calling and may fulfill every resolve for good 
and every work of faith by His power, so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according  
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”    

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 ESV  
 

 

 





This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to stand out in our 
world through our goodness.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: Complete this statement: One of the hardest things I 
have ever had to do was…    

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that 
is good and right and true).”   Ephesians 5:8b-9 ESV

1.  On Sunday, we learned about goodness. What did you learn that will 
help you to better reflect God’s goodness? 

2.  In Galatians 5:22, the word translated goodness could also be 
translated integrity. Based on Sunday’s message, what does integrity 
mean to you? How would you describe a person of integrity?  

3.  Read Galatians 5:22-25. Since the fruit of the Spirit is given to us 
by the Holy Spirit, what does that tell us about the character and nature 
of God? Compare this to 1 John 1:5-7.  

4.  In John 15:1-8, Jesus expects us to bear fruit. He gives us the key — 
that we must “remain in Him.” Paul tells us that we must remain “in 
Christ.” Look at Romans 8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17 and Ephesians 2:10.  
What does the phrase “in Christ” mean to you? 

5.  How has God used circumstances in your life to develop the fruit of the 
Spirit?   

DIGGING DEEPER: Our understanding of God is limited by the fact 
that we have only experienced glimpses and shadows of Him within a 
fallen world. Our perpetual enemy is “this present evil age” — the 
influences in the culture around us (see Galatians 1:3-5). It calls “evil 
good, and good, evil” (see Isaiah 5:18-21). Now read Matthew 5:13-16 
and 1 John 1:5-7. Secular ethics are not comfortable with the concept 
of badness, unwilling to name evil as evil. Contemporary ethics are not 
tolerant of intolerance; it is bad to call anything bad. How should 
Christians stand up for truth? How can Christians be salt and light 
today?

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
In Matthew 7:12 and Luke 6:31, Jesus tells us to treat others as we would 
like to be treated. There are times when we’re not sure how we should 
act, but we can always be certain how we would like to be treated. How 
does this clarify goodness for you? What might help you put this into 
practice?    

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
One opposite of integrity could be hypocrisy. Jesus hated hypocrisy (see 
Matthew 23:25-28). One of the greatest complaints that people have 
outside and inside the church is the hypocrisy of people who claim to 
know Christ. How can we reflect the goodness of God with true integrity 
— even when we fail?    

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Tonight, let’s close with Isaiah 57:15. Our God is holy, yet He lives close 
to us, and is ready to help us if we will accept it. Let’s thank Him for the 
opportunity and privilege to become salt and light in His world.

October 2, 2016

Get a copy of this Study Guide and other message 
resources at www.twincitieschurch.com


	1635 STAND OUT Goodness 100216
	study guide_100216

