
 

 

 

 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to know and 
experience Jesus as the Good Shepherd.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Tell us a fun story about an animal (livestock or a pet) that 
you’ve had. “Extra credit” if your story involves sheep!

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  On Sunday, we considered Jesus’ statement that He is the Good 

Shepherd. What did you learn from the message and how do you hope 
to apply it? 

2.  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David were all shepherds. Moses wasn’t 
called to lead his people out of Egypt until after he had spent years as a 
shepherd. Read Psalm 100:3 and Ezekiel 34:31. When God refers to us 
as the sheep of His pasture, how is that a description of God’s love for 
us? How was shepherding sheep training for shepherding people?  

3.  Read Matthew 9:35-36. What do you think Jesus saw that led Him to 
this conclusion? John 10:11-13 compares hired shepherds to the Good 
Shepherd. A hired hand doesn’t care about the sheep and doesn’t view 
them as belonging to him or her.  How does the issue of “belonging” 
impact the way we treat people? Read Matthew 23:23-26. How were 
the Pharisees leaving God’s sheep without a shepherd?     
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4.  How does Matthew 18:12-14 describe the relationship between Jesus 
and believers? Read John 10:14-15. How do we know Jesus, and how 
does Jesus know us?  

5.  Now read Jesus’ words in John 10:17-18. Isaiah 53 also prophesies 
about Jesus’ suffering. Read Isaiah 53:6. Our waywardness hasn’t 
thwarted God’s plan, but it’s had a very high cost. In what way do you 
tend to wander away from the Shepherd?   

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Treating each other well is supposed to be a hallmark of Christians. Read 
John 13:34-35 and Mark 12:30-31. What priority does Jesus give to 
loving others? What does Jesus ask us to do? Now read Colossians 
3:12-14. In what specific ways can we apply this verse toward one 
another?     

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Shepherds lead, feed and protect. Who has been a shepherd to you? Are 
you a shepherd to someone? Is there someone who could benefit from 
your shepherding?   

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
Read Psalm 23. How can you make a special effort this week to recognize 
and appreciate the reality of God’s care for you as your shepherd? 

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?
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