
Key Word In Ruth: HESED 

How To Respond When God 

Seems Absent  

⚫ Focus on What God is doing

⚫ Tell god What You are feeling  

⚫ Look for What God is providing  
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Next week :  When God Shows up

When God Seems Absent  
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This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to trust God 
when He seems absent.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check in with one another. How are you 
doing?

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Can you think of a time in your life when God seemed 
absent? How did you handle that time? What did you learn from it?  

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________

1.  In Sunday’s message we considered the story of Naomi and the 
heartbreaking circumstances that challenged her sense of God’s 
blessing and presence. What stood out to you in the message? 

2.   In Psalm 13 David wrestles with feeling that God had abandoned him. 
What do you imagine his circumstances were that led him to feel that 
way? In verses 5 and 6 David encourages his soul to continue to trust 
God. How does he do this? 

3.   See Matthew 27:46. Even Jesus had moments where he felt 
abandoned by the Father. Now see Hebrews 4:15. What can these 
verses teach us about how Jesus can relate to time of doubt, fear, and 
disappointment?
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4.  Consider the life of Job, who lost everything and struggled to 
understand how God could allow it to happen. While wrestling with 
God, he came to this conclusion in Job 42:5. How did his season of pain 
lead him to an intimate knowledge of God?

5.  I think we all have seen how seasons of pain and trial lead some closer 
to God, and others feeling more distant from God. If you’re willing to 
share, how about you? Does pain and trail lead you closer or further 
from God, and why do you think that is?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Read 2 Corinthians 1:4. We often see that our pain can be used to 
comfort others in a similar trial. This helps us know we are not alone. 
How have you shared a hurt, or had someone comfort you when they’d 
been through a similar experience?

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Read John 4:15-24 about the woman at the well. Then read verses 39-42. 
How did the woman’s encounter help spread the news about hope in 
Jesus? How did Jesus use her pain as a witness to others?

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
What do you sense God inviting you to do in response to this study?     

PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray 
and support you?

September 8, 2019


	090819 _ Message Notes
	study guide_09082019

