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Next week :  When God Seems absent



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to live with 
expectant hope.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check in with one another. How are you 
doing?

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: What instructions would you give someone taking care of 
your home while you were away on a long vacation?

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________

1.  Sunday’s message was our last in the series “Hope Rising.”  Reflecting 
on the series, what insight, point, or principle left a lasting impression 
on you? In what way does that help you live with a greater hope for the 
future going forward? 

2.   Read 1 Thessalonians 5:19-28. Paul had some challenging words for 
the church in verses 19-22. What point was he trying to make? How 
does verse 19 go along with Ephesians 4:30? See 1 John 2:26-27. 
What do you sense the Holy Spirit wanting to do in you? 

3.   During this series, Pastor Ron shared that prophecies about Jesus’ 
second coming far outweigh the prophecies concerning His birth. 
Regarding prophecy, what do you think Paul is saying in 1 
Thessalonians 5:20? How can prophecy support the validity of 
the Bible? Explain.
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4.  Go to Deuteronomy 18:15-22. What do these verses teach about 
prophecy? That was a long time ago, is prophecy relevant today? In 2 
Peter 1:20, what emphasis does Peter place on the importance of 
prophecy? How can that help in building our hope in the future as we 
learn about things yet to come?

5.  In verse 23, Paul refers to being holy and sanctified. What thoughts 
come to your mind when you read things like that? What would you 
like to change or add to your life to be more like Jesus? From your 
perspective, what does it mean to “keep our whole spirit, soul and 
body blameless?” How can we support each other in this process?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23-28 again. Of these various commands, 
which are most relevant to our church family, small groups and to you 
personally? What final admonition does Paul give the Thessalonians 
(v26-27)? How can these simple steps bless those around us?

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
This wraps up our nine-week series on “Hope Rising.” What have you 
learned that will make you an effective member of the church as we await 
Jesus’ return? Read 1 Peter 3:15-16, how prepared are you to explain the 
hope you experience while living between the now and not yet?

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
Like the Thessalonians, we aspire to be a healthy church with Jesus at the 
center of all we do as we live for God. What is our next step? What do you 
sense God inviting you to do in response to this series?     

PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray 
and support you?
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