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“The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control... Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow 
the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.”    

Galatians 5:22-23a,25 NLT  
 
Fruit — The Product Of Growth 
 
Of The Spirit — The Power Of Growth 
 
 
“God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.”   Romans 5:5b ESV 
 
“Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the 
greatest of these is love. Let love be your highest goal!”   

1 Corinthians 13:13-14:1a NLT 
 
“When you produce much fruit, you are My true disciples. This 
brings great glory to My Father. I have loved you even as the  
Father has loved Me. Remain in My love.”   John 15:8-9 NLT 
 
 

 

 Expand my knowledge of God’s love  
 

“Then Christ will make His home in your hearts as you trust in 
Him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you 
strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s 
people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His 
love is.”   Ephesians 3:17-18 NLT  

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and   
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love… In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love 
is perfected in us.”   1 John 4:7-8,10-12 ESV  
 
 

 Experience God’s love personally  
 

“May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great  
to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all  
the fullness of life and power that comes from God.”    

Ephesians 3:19 NLT 
 
“When Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion on them because 
they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”    

Matthew 9:36 NLT  
 
 

 Embrace God’s love fully  
 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.”   Ephesians 2:10 ESV  
 
“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new 
person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!... So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors; God is making His appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, ‘Come back to God!’”    

2 Corinthians 5:17,20 NLT  
 
 

 Express God’s love freely  
 

“Jesus replied, ‘The most important commandment is this: 
“Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only LORD. And 
you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, all your mind, and all your strength.” The second is equally 
important: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” No other command-
ment is greater than these.’”   Mark12:29-31 NLT 

 





This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to influence 
others through love.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: Have you ever been moved to act lovingly toward 
someone you really didn’t like? Tell the group about the experience.    

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control... 
Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part 
of our lives.”   Galatians 5:22-23,25 NLT

1.  On Sunday, we learned about how to influence others through the love 
that has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. How did 
the message empower you to love others as Jesus does? 

2.  I Corinthians 13 is known as the “love chapter.” Look at verses 1-3. 
What activities did Paul say are useless without love? Look carefully 
at these “useless” activities. How do you normally think of these 
activities, and what does this tell us about the importance of love?  

3.  Let’s read verses 4-8. Notice that Paul did not offer a definition of 
love; how did he explain love? How are we to love differently from 
those who don’t know Jesus? See Luke 6:32.  

4.  Now go to I John 4:7-21. How do you respond to John’s statement 
in verse 8? What is the relationship between loving God and loving 
others (v21)? 

5.  Jesus loved us when we could do nothing for Him; we are to love others 
in the same way. What do you think is the most powerful motivator: 
love, fear or hate? Why? Can you think of any real-life examples, from 
present or past?  

DIGGING DEEPER: The book of Hosea is a wonderful illustration of 
unconditional love. Hosea was a prophet to the northern kingdom of 
Israel during the time of the divided kingdom – a time of success and 
prosperity, but a time when people didn’t look to the Lord. Look at 
Hosea 1:2-3. No doubt Hosea believed his wife would give up her 
former profession, but now look at 3:1. Imagine how Hosea must have 
felt. Do you suppose this is sometimes what it’s like for God to love us? 
Does this put in a different perspective our effort to love others 
unconditionally?  

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Is there a believer in your life who is difficult to love? How should God’s 
love motivate you to love others?    

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Matthew 5:44 tells us to love our enemies. History provides many good 
examples of people who were able to forgive those who did them great 
harm – Corrie Ten Boom, Elisabeth Elliot, Louie Zamperini among them. 
Who are the enemies in your world – enemies of the church, of your way 
of life, of you personally? How has this message helped you learn to love 
them?    

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
As we close, let’s look at I John 4:18. What do you think of the idea that 
the opposite of love is fear? What could you do in love if all fear were 
removed? Share prayer requests.
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