
 

 



This Study Guide is designed to help 
you apply Sunday’s message. Join 
one of our message-based Commu-
nity Groups to do this study togeth-
er. Visit the Groups table after 
service to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to sustain 
our hope and trust in God.

BELONG in God’s fami ly :______________________________________________
CHECK-IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check-in with one another. How are 
you doing?

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Describe a time when you had such hope and anticipation 
that you couldn’t hardly wait...  

BECOME l ike Jesus:______________________________________________
1.   Sunday’s message was about how we can wait in hope.  What 

encouraged you or caught your attention?

2.   Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. This passage speaks about what the 
church has referred to as the rapture, when the dead in Christ and 
those alive in Christ are united with Him and taken to Heaven. The 
last line says we are to encourage one another with these words. 
What is encouraging about this to you? 

3.   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 encourages us that the day of Christ’s return 
will come unexpectedly. What advice does Paul give to us as we await 
this return? Do you personally feel prepared for this event? Why or 
why not?
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4.  How do these verses encourage us to act as we consider Christ’s 
return? Refer to Philippians 3:20; 1 John 2:28; 2 Peter 3:8.

5.  It is natural for us to fear what we do not fully know or understand. 
The idea of Christ’s return can be either a joyful thought, or a fearful 
one. How do you feel about it? How might we move from fear to joy?

BLESS others :______________________________________________
Read Hebrews 10:24-25. How does community help us live lives that 
glorify God and prepare us for His kingdom?

BUILD God’s Kingdom:______________________________________________
In 1 Peter 2:12 we are encouraged to live such good lives that the people 
around us are drawn to the Savior and find salvation in Him. What 
specifically can we do to live attractive lives to those around us?

BELIEVE God and act in fa i th:______________________________________________
Read Jude 1:21. As we close in prayer, let’s thank God for His love that 
sustains and transforms us as we anticipate being with Him.

PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray 
and support you?
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