
“When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited Him to eat with 
him; so He went in and reclined at the table. But the Pharisee was sur-
prised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal. 
Then the Lord said to him, ‘Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You 
foolish people! Did not the One who made the outside make the inside 
also? But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, and 
everything will be clean for you. Woe to you Pharisees, because you give 
God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but 
you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the 
latter without leaving the former undone. Woe to you Pharisees, be-
cause you love the most important seats in the synagogues and respect-
ful greetings in the marketplaces. Woe to you, because you are like un-
marked graves, which people walk over without knowing it.’ One of the 
experts in the law answered him, ‘Teacher, when You say these things, 
You insult us also.’ Jesus replied, ‘And you experts in the law, woe to you, 
because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and 
you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. Woe to you, because 
you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your ancestors who killed 
them. So you testify that you approve of what your ancestors did; they 
killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. Because of this, God in 
His wisdom said, “I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom 
they will kill and others they will persecute.” Therefore this generation 
will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been 
shed since the beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctu-
ary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all. Woe 
to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to 
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered 
those who were entering.’”   Luke 11:37-52 NIV 

Jesus Exposed The “Unclean” Truth Of The Legalistic Religious Leaders 
 

Hypocrisy (lack of integrity) Pettiness and imbalance 

Pride and ego   They polluted the people around them 

Made impossible demands Intolerance 

Exclusiveness 
 
 

Joining Jesus At His Table, And Getting Clean 
 

 The inside is more important than the outside.  

BELIEVE it! 
 

 Only God provides heart cleansing, and He offers  

it to you! 
 

 Look inside and ask: 

̶ Do I love what God loves? 

̶ Am I trying to look good to others or please God? 

̶ Does my life direct others towards Jesus? 

̶ Do I WANT to be clean? 
 
 
Battling legalism: We are not made clean by simply avoid-
ing the “bad,” and behaving perfectly. We are made clean  
by allowing Jesus to have His way in us, every moment!  

#opentabletcc 
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Open To All Who 
Feel Unclean

Next Week... 
Open To All Who Feel Unwelcome



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to realize that a 
changed heart begins with a cleansed heart.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: This time of year is often referred to as the “Dog days of 
summer.” The shine is wearing off of summer and we are tired of being too 
hot and sticky and lethargic. Jesus definitely turned the heat up on the 
Pharisees during dinner and this did not bring out the best in them. How 
have you been responding this summer when “the heat is on?”    

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  Read Luke 11:37-52. Take a look at verses 37 and 38. Jesus accepted 

the dinner invitation and showed up just as He was and didn’t carry out 
ritual handwashing activities, which in those days was a sign of inner 
purity. Do you think He did this on purpose so He could use the 
Pharisee’s reaction as a teaching moment? Do you think it prompted 
them to make changes in their lives and work?   

2.  Let’s focus now on verse 39. Here the first shoe drops. Jesus pointed out 
that we can all look good on the outside, but what He is most interested 
in is how we look on the inside. Is this message still relevant in our lives 
today? What do we need to do to be acceptable on the inside? Can we do 
this ourselves or do we need divine intervention to help us?    

3.  Moving on to verses 44 through 46, Jesus seemed angry and impatient 
with the Pharisees. He pointed out all their superficiality in a very 
straightforward manner. How can we emulate this “truth telling” and 
still be kind and loving to the others as in “Love thy neighbor as thyself?”   
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4.  Skipping back to verse 45, one of the “experts” who may have thought 
Jesus didn’t realize that He was being politically incorrect, pointed out 
that He was insulting them. What was Jesus response to this comment?  

5.  Our first reaction to correction, no matter what the source, is to 
become defensive. Human beings don’t like to change, so we tend to 
resist it even when it moves us in the direction we hope to go. How do 
you feel when the Holy Spirit bluntly corrects you like Jesus did the 
Pharisees?     

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
In this story, Jesus is telling us that what He cares about most is not who 
we are on the outside, but who we are on the inside. If we are “right with 
God” on the inside, how will this bless others? How else did Jesus tell the 
Pharisees to bless others? Why is Jesus always so concerned about the 
poor? Who does “the poor” include?   

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
When we realize we must make changes on the inside, since this is now 
where the “Kingdom of Heaven” is, how do we go about making the 
changes? Are we in this by ourselves or does God help us with this?  
See Philippians 2:12-13.    

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
The Pharisees were not too happy about losing their status as “higher 
ups” under the old law. Furthermore, they could not see all the things they 
could gain due to their lack of faith in what Jesus was telling them.  Read 
Hebrews 11:1. How much faith does it take today to follow Jesus’ exam-
ple? How does it feel to have faith, even just the size of a mustard seed, to 
follow the teachings of Jesus? Where do we start?

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?
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