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This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to live with 
thriving hope.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check in with one another. How are you 
doing?

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: In what exciting events have you recently participated? 
What made them exciting?

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________

1.  Sunday’s message was the kick off of our new series “Hope Rising”. 
What did you learn about hope that you would like to incorporate into 
your daily life? 

2.  We begin a nine-week study of the people who went to church in 
Thessalonica. What do you know about this important seaside city 
and its people? Read Acts 17:1-9. What did you learn about the 
Thessalonians from Paul’s experience here? 

3.   Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-3. What characteristics did Paul remember 
about the Thessalonians? In what ways do we see the same character-
istics alive and well in our church family? What impact or influence 
does opposition have on these values back then and for us today?
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4.  What hopes do you have in your daily life here on earth? What hopes 
do you have as a follower of Jesus Christ? Read Romans 8:18-25. What 
advice does Paul give in regard to hope in verses 24-25?

5.  Read Ephesians 2:11-13. We all have a “without hope, without God” 
period of time in our life, how was that for you? Share a time of a 
seemingly hopeless situation that turned out okay. How does this 
“Hope” topic impact you? 

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
See Romans 15:1-4. We are encouraged to be considerate of others 
doubts and fears, how can having contagious hope help in these 
situations? Explain how endurance and encouragement found in verse 
four can really build our hope and that of others. 

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Go to 1 Peter 3:15-16. Our culture today seeks and desires hope. How 
equipped are you to reflect hope in Christ and then have the ability to 
describe it? Why is it so important to have gentleness and respect when 
speaking to others about hope? 

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
What would you like to get out of our “Hope Rising” series? Remember 
to pray for those who you know feel a sense of hopelessness in a current 
situation.  

PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray 
and support you?
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