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“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and  
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”   Galatians 5:1 ESV 
 

Galatians 1–3 teaches that we are  

SET FREE by grace alone  

through faith alone  

in Christ alone 

 
“I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a 
slave, though he is the owner of everything, but he is under guardi-
ans and managers until the date set by his father. In the same way 
we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary 
principles of the world. But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to  
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the  
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are  
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”    

Galatians 4:1-7 ESV 
 
Paul wants us to know the difference in relationship between 

being a slave to the law and a child through adoption 

 
 A slave has a master 

  A child has a father 

 A slave is an employee 

  A child is an heir 

 A slave is driven by duty 

  A child is driven by devotion 

ADOPTION BY GOD GIVES ME A... 
 
 

 New identity  

 

“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”    

Galatians 3:26-27 ESV  
 
 
 
 
 

 New family  

 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,  
there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”    

Galatians 3:28 ESV  
 
 
 
 
 

 New standing  

 

“And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs  
according to promise.”   Galatians 3:29 ESV  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 New intimacy  

 

“And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave, but  
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”   Galatians 4:6-7 ESV 
 
Adoption is the highest privilege that the Gospel offers — higher 
even than justification. Closeness and affection and generosity  
are at the heart of the relationship. To be right with God the Judge  
is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for by God the Father is 
the greatest.   J.I. Packer 

FREE BY ADOPTION 

May 22, 2016  |  Ron Thompson 

#TCCfree 

NEXT WEEK: Free To Grow 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to consider and 
rejoice in our freedom by adoption.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: Have you ever adopted a pet? What sort of pet did you 
adopt, and what motivated you to bring this pet into your home?  

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God, through faith. 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”    
Galatians 3:26-27 ESV

1.  On Sunday we looked at the freedom we have because of our 
adoption into God’s family. How were you moved or challenged 
during this service? 

2.  Let’s read Galatians 3:26-29. What does it mean to “clothe 
ourselves with Christ?” What important point was Paul making in 
these verses?  

3.  Read Galatians 4:1-7. Here Paul took a moment to illustrate his 
point. How did Paul describe our position before Jesus came? How 
did he describe our position after Jesus came? What do you think it 
means to be God’s heir? 

4.  Read Roman’s 8:15-17. Like the verses we read from Galatians, Paul 
described God as our “Abba Father?” What do you think this means? 
Do you find this characterization of God easy or difficult to compre-
hend? To live out? 

5.  Read Luke 15:3-7. Here we see the Shepherd (God) purposefully and 
lovingly searching and finding His lost sheep (you), and rejoicing 
because of it! How does this picture make you feel? Can you imagine 
God rejoicing over you, or do you find His undeserved favor hard to 
accept? Why do you think that is?  

DIGGING DEEPER: Read Ephesians 3:14-21. How did Paul describe 
God the Father and Jesus in this passage? What was Paul’s response to 
considering these things? How do we reconcile this description of God 
with the loving Shepherd who would leave everything to pursue one 
lost sheep, or the loving Father who would adopt us?  

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Let’s read Psalm 68:1-6. How did King David describe God in this 
passage? What was King David’s response to who God is? Are there 
things you can do this week to acknowledge more of who God is in your 
daily life?   

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Dallas Willard said “You are only able to live in a way that really helps and 
loves others when your soul feels its worth.” God has given us great worth! 
How can our response to God’s extravagance towards us impact how 
others see Him in us?  

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
As we close in prayer tonight, let’s consider God’s love for us. Isn’t it 
amazing that God adopted us, made a family out of us, even though we did 
nothing to deserve the favor He has shown. Let’s let Him know how we 
feel about His unlimited grace and mercy towards us as we pray!  
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