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This Study Guide is designed to help
you apply Sunday’s message. Join one
of our message-based Community
Groups to do this study together.
Visit the Groups table after service
to find a group!

4. Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of Joseph forgiving his brothers. It
shows God’s ability to turn our hurts into blessings. Have you ever felt
called to forgive someone who has offended you? How did you see God
use the experience to help you bless or serve others?
5. Do you struggle with forgiving others or forgiving yourself? What
makes forgiveness difficult for you? How might we support you in this?

BL
ES S o th er s :
_____________________________________________________
LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to be forgiving
like Jesus.

B
E LO NG in G od ’ s family:
_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check in with one another. How are you
doing?
OPENING PRAYER
ICEBREAKER: When was the last time you said, “That’s not fair!”

B
E C O M E like Je sus:
_____________________________________________________
1. On Sunday, we learned about forgiveness. What was particularly
eye-opening to you? What was challenging?

2. It’s hard to offer forgiveness when we have been wronged. We all have
a strong desire for justice. Read Romans 12:17-19, Proverbs 20:22,
and 1 Peter 3:9. What do these verses say is the right way to handle
our desire for justice? Why is trusting God, although very difficult, the
best solution to this problem?

3. Read Matthew 5:23-24 and Matthew 5:9. There will be times when we
hurt someone else. If we’ve wronged someone and want to achieve
reconciliation, what should we do? What if the person we have hurt
refuses to forgive us, what do we do then?

God’s goal was to be reconciled to His people, and ours should be too.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 and 2 Corinthians 13:11. How does a desire
for reconciliation indicate that forgiveness has taken place?

BUI
L D G o d ’s K i n g d o m :
_____________________________________________________
Read Philemon 1:10-19. Philemon was a leader of the church at Colossus
and Onesimus was his runaway slave. Paul sent Onesimus back to Philemon, with the instruction to release him from slavery and make him a
brother in Christ. If Onesimus owed Philemon anything, Philemon was to
charge it to Paul’s account. How do we apply this to our lives, considering
what Christ has done for us?

BEL
I EV E G o d a n d a c t i n fa i t h :
_____________________________________________________
The theme of the Bible is Jesus redeeming humankind from their
slavery to sin. Looked at another way, it’s the story of forgiveness and
reconciliation. Read Jesus’ words in Luke 23:33-34a. Throughout His
ministry, Jesus knew that forgiveness would require His death on the
cross, yet He offered Himself freely. Read what Paul reminds us in
Colossians 1:13-14. How should forgiveness impact our day-to-day life?
PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray
and support you?
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