
 

 

 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to experience how 
Jesus brings hope, even when we are uncertain and have 
questions.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Can anyone describe a time when you asked a question, 
and got a very different response back than what you had expected?

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  What was one personal take-away that you gathered from Sunday’s 

message on Nicodemus? 

2.  Read John 3:1-9. What thoughts and feelings do you think drove 
Nicodemus to initiate a private conversation with Jesus, despite 
Jesus’ unpopularity with the other Pharisees? How might Nicodemus’ 
motives for asking Jesus questions in private differ from the Pharisees’ 
motives for asking questions in public? 

3.  Read John 3:10-20. Here, Jesus speaks hard truth with love to 
Nicodemus — that he lacks belief, he is in darkness, he is condemned, 
and he has believed lies rather than the truth. Why do you think Jesus 
took this approach with Nicodemus, and what affect do you think it 
had on him?   
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4.  Read John 7:45-52. What do you think happened within Nicodemus 
between his talk with Jesus in chapter 3 and this defense of Jesus in 
chapter 7 where he boldly stood up for Jesus — even against his 
cohorts who were set against Him?  

5.  In his dialogue with Nicodemus, Jesus linked salvation to the trans-
forming work of the Holy Spirit (3:5-8). What do these verses say 
about the role of the Holy Spirit in our everyday life? Read John 
16:13, Ephesians 5:18 and Galatians 5:16. How much do you feel 
you understand about the Holy Spirit’s role in your life?     

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
When someone in our group is troubled with difficult spiritual 
questions, how can we support that person? Think of the qualities 
Jesus demonstrated in His response to Nicodemus. 

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
Read James 2:19 and John 3:16. These verses show two kinds of belief: 
a cold knowledge about God, and a personal, active, relationship with 
God that results in eternal life. How would you explain this second kind 
of belief to someone who is thinking about becoming a Christian?       

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
If you have a difficult spiritual question hounding you, or if someone close 
to you is stuck on a hard question, has it helped to learn that Jesus is 
delighted with earnest and honest questions? What questions might you 
ask Jesus this week? What are ways that He might choose to answer you?

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?
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