


This Study Guide is designed to 

help you apply Sunday’s message. 

Join one of our message-based 

Community Groups to do this study 

together. Visit the Groups table after 

service to find a group!

LESSON AIM: To establish a stronger trust in God based 
upon His names ELOHIM and ADONAI.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________

CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly check in with one another. How are you 
doing?

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: What is the largest weight you’ve ever moved using a lever 
of any kind? 

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________

1.  Last Sunday, we learned about two more of God’s names—ELOHIM 
and ADONAI. How do these names enhance your understanding 
of God?

2.  The translation of the word God in Genesis 1:1-5 is ELOHIM. 
This name emphasizes God’s power and majesty, which we witness 
through His creation. Beginning in chapter 2, ELOHIM is usually 
paired with God’s personal name, YAHWEH. So, in Genesis 2:4-7, 
we see God’s intimate connection with humans when YAHWEH 
“breathes into Adam’s nostrils the breath of life.” What is the 
difference between recognizing God as your creator, and 
recognizing God as your redeemer?

3.  God’s power is undeniable, yet His strength is often hidden from us. 
In 1 Kings 19:9-13, we see an example of God speaking in whispers 
and in 2 Kings 6:8-17, we see that God keeps His power hidden. 
God reminds us of this in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 when He tells Paul 
that His strength is made perfect in weakness. How has Jesus used 
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your own weaknesses as strengths? What has He taught you?

4.  God intervened with overwhelming power in Noah’s flood—after 
which He said, “never again.” Since then, God has used His power in 
ways you wouldn’t expect from an all-powerful God. Jesus entered the 
world quietly, in a barn. He taught in parables, and He healed quietly. 
Read the parables of the Kingdom in Matthew 13:31-46. Why is God’s 
Kingdom “hidden in plain sight?” Read Romans 1:16-17. How is God’s 
powerful salvation shown to us in Jesus’ death and resurrection?   

5.  While ELOHIM is a name for God, ADONAI is a title of respect, 
meaning “master” or “LORD.” It’s an acknowledgement of God’s 
sovereignty over us. God deserves our respect, but doesn’t 
demand it. What does this show us about how God chooses to 
exercise His sovereignty over the world He made?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________

As we study the way God hides His power from us, how can we apply this 
to how we treat others?

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________

Martin Luther coined the phrase “left-handed power” to refer to the kind 
of paradoxical power that looks like weakness. How did Jesus’ life, from 
birth to death, demonstrate God’s preference for this kind of power? 
How does God’s “left-handed power” bring about the fruit that God 
wants to produce in us?

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________

In Matthew 17:20, Jesus teaches that God’s power is available to multiply 
through faith. If faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains, 
what might God do with even a small amount of faith that we have?

PRAYER: What is a challenge you are facing this week? How can we pray 
and support you?
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