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“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do  
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”   Galatians 5:1 ESV 
 
 

PURSUING THE GRACE LIFE  
INVOLVES UPHOLDING... 

 
 

 The Truth Of The Gospel 
 

“But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face,  
because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from 
James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he 
drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 
And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that 
even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I saw 
that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the Gospel, I said 
to Cephas before them all, ‘If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile 
and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?’”  

Galatians 2:11-14 ESV 
 
 

 The Heart Of The Gospel 
 

“We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we 
know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in  
order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 
law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. But if,  
in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be 
sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! For if I rebuild 
what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor.”    

Galatians 2:15-18 ESV 

 
Justification: Being Made Right With God Through 
 

    Belief In What Jesus Did For Us On The Cross 
 
 
Justification: Just As If I’ve Never Sinned 
 

    Just As If I’ve Always Obeyed 

 
 
Faith: To Believe In And Place My Trust  
 

  And Confidence In What God Says And Does  
 
 
 

 The Impact Of The Gospel 
 
“For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God.  
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but  
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. I  
do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through 
the law, then Christ died for no purpose.”   Galatians 2:19-21 ESV 
 
 
 Live Like I Am Dead To The Law 
 
 Live Like I Am Alive Through Jesus  
 
 Live Like I Am Dependent On Jesus    
 
 
“If we could save ourselves, Christ’s death is pointless and means 
nothing. If we realize we cannot save ourselves, Christ’s death will 
mean everything to us. And we will spend the life that He has given 
us in joyful service of Him, bringing our whole lives in line with the  
Gospel.”    Tim Keller 
 
 
Because of what Jesus has done for us, we can 
 
live in the power of what Jesus is doing in us 
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NEXT WEEK: Free To Rest 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn how to live 
out the Message of Grace we have received in Jesus.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: Have you ever tried to “fit in” with others around you? 
What’s the craziest thing you have done to fit in?  

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”    Galatians 2:20 ESV

1.  On Sunday Pastor Ron talked about upholding the Message of 
Grace we have received from Jesus. What point or moment really 
stuck with you? 

2.  Let’s read Galatians 2:11-14. Why did Paul have to oppose Peter? 
Why do you think this transgression was so important that Paul felt 
compelled to handle it in such a strong manner? 

3.  Let’s read Galatians 2:15-21. What did Paul see that spurred his 
action? In your own words, explain his argument.

4.  Read Romans 7:4-6 and Romans 8:1-6. What do these passages say 
about the law and our relationship to it? Can you remember a time 
where “rule-keeping” was part of your pattern to try to please God?  

In what way are we to follow God now that Christ has fulfilled the 
law for us? 

5.  Read Romans 5:1-11. If you were to describe God’s undeserved 
action on our behalf to someone else, how would you explain it? Do 
you find His grace towards us to be “too good to be true” at times?  

DIGGING DEEPER: Read Matthew 5:17-20 and Romans 10:1-4. How 
do you reconcile Jesus’ words with the passage from Romans and 
others we have just read?  

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Justification is the work of God where the righteousness of Jesus is 
credited to a sinner, so that God declares the sinner as being righteous 
under the Law based upon the work of Christ. (See Romans 3:22 and 
2 Corinthians 5:21.) What does Romans 5:1 say about what our justifica-
tion is based upon?   

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
When others look at your life from the outside, do you think they see 
someone driven by rules, or someone who lives life in the abundant 
freedom of God’s grace? How can we better express the freedom we 
know in Jesus to those who don’t know Him?  

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Tim Keller says “If we are going to grow in grace, we must stay aware of being 
both sinners and also loved children in Christ.” As we close in prayer, let’s 
spend some time reflecting on God’s abounding love for us, His imperfect 
and beloved children. 
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