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Only grace sets us free;  
 

and true freedom is worth protecting  

 

HOW WE PROTECT GOD’S GRACE IN OUR 

LIVES AND IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS... 
 
 

 Protect the unity of grace 

 
“Then fourteen years later I went back to Jerusalem again, this time 
with Barnabas; and Titus came along, too. I went there because God 
revealed to me that I should go. While I was there I met privately 
with those considered to be leaders of the church and shared with 
them the message I had been preaching to the Gentiles. I wanted  
to make sure that we were in agreement, for fear that all my efforts 
had been wasted and I was running the race for nothing.”    

Galatians 2:1-2 NLT 
 
“Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding 
yourselves together with peace. For there is one body and one  
Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the  
future.”   Ephesians 4:3-4 NLT 
 
 

 Protect the message of grace 

 
“And they supported me and did not even demand that my compan-
ion Titus be circumcised, though he was a Gentile. Even that ques-
tion came up only because of some so-called believers there—false 

ones, really—who were secretly brought in. They sneaked in to spy 
on us and take away the freedom we have in Christ Jesus. They 
wanted to enslave us and force us to follow their Jewish regulations. 
But we refused to give in to them for a single moment. We wanted 
to preserve the truth of the Gospel message for you. And the lead-
ers of the church had nothing to add to what I was preaching. (By 
the way, their reputation as great leaders made no difference to me, 
for God has no favorites.)”   Galatians 2:3-6 NLT 
 
“God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they 
were. But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace 
became more abundant. So just as sin ruled over all people and 
brought them to death, now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, 
giving us right standing with God and resulting in eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”   Romans 5:20-21 NLT 
 
 

 Protect the responsibility of grace 

 
“Instead, they saw that God had given me the responsibility of 
preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles, just as He had given Peter  
the responsibility of preaching to the Jews. For the same God who 
worked through Peter as the apostle to the Jews also worked 
through me as the apostle to the Gentiles. In fact, James, Peter,  
and John, who were known as pillars of the church, recognized  
the gift God had given me, and they accepted Barnabas and me  
as their co-workers. They encouraged us to keep preaching to the 
Gentiles, while they continued their work with the Jews.”    

Galatians 2:7-9 NLT 
 
“I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to  
the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the Gospel to 
you also who are in Rome.”   Romans 1:14-15 ESV 
 
 

 Protect the recipients of grace 

 
“Their only suggestion was that we keep on helping the poor, which 
I have always been eager to do.”   Galatians 2:10 NLT 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has anointed me to bring 
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives 
will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be 
set free, and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come ”    

Luke 4:18-19 NLT 

FREE TO DEFEND 
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NEXT WEEK: Free To Uphold 



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to be 
diligent to defend the Gospel of Grace.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: When is a time when you have found yourself having to 
defend someone or something? Why did you feel it was important to take 
a stand?  

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “…They sneaked in to spy on us and take away the freedom we 
have in Christ Jesus. They wanted to enslave us and force us to follow their 
Jewish regulations. But we refused to give in to them for a single moment. 
We wanted to preserve the truth of the Gospel message for you.”    
Galatians 2:4b-5 NLT

1.  On Sunday, Pastor Mark talked about defending grace. What new 
understanding about grace did you gain? 

2.  Read Galatians 2:1-10. The only Jewish law that Paul mentioned 
was circumcision. But in Paul’s day, there were over 600 rules in the 
Torah. What fundamental issue was the conflict about? 

3.  From Philippians 3:4-6, we learn that Paul was well positioned in the 
Jewish faith to keep all of Judaism’s laws in order to find favor with 
God. But Acts 9:1-20 tells of his conversion. How did Paul make the 
transition from law to grace that he was asking others to make?  
Why do you think God chose Paul to defend grace?

4.  The heart of Paul’s Gospel is that salvation by grace is a free gift. In 
Romans chapters three and four alone, Paul stated this principle no 

fewer than fifteen times. But Paul’s Gospel also made enemies. In 
Acts 20:19-24, we see that Paul’s life was dangerous. Why was he 
willing to go through it all? What would the church look like today if 
Paul hadn’t so vigorously defended salvation by grace? 

5.  How is your life affected by the grace vs. legalism question? Does 
following external rules ever help you feel protected or safe? When 
do you tend to lean toward feeling you have to perform to be 
accepted by God?  

DIGGING DEEPER: Compare James 2:14 and 2:26 to Ephesians 2:8-9 
and Romans 3:21-24. On the surface, it looks like Paul and James were 
at odds. But they were warning against different errors. What are 
those errors? Rules can change your behavior, but not your heart. 
How can we make our works an expression of God’s grace?  

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
In the fifth century, Augustine said “Love God, and do whatever you will.”  
There is a lot of scriptural support for the idea; look at Matthew 22:37-40 
and John 14:23-24. This would be a good thing to remind ourselves every 
morning. What are some practical ways that we can love God?   

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Earlier, we read Ephesians 2:8-9. Read it again, but now read through 
verse 10. Paul recognized that people see the salvation in your heart 
when it comes out in your actions. Can you tell us about someone you’ve 
known who demonstrated their faith through their life?  

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Tim Keller has said: “We don’t obey God’s moral law in a spirit of fear and 
insecurity, hoping to earn salvation. We obey in the freedom of gratitude.”  
There is an enormous difference between those positions. Tonight, let’s 
express our gratefulness to God that we can obey out of gratitude. 
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