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Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course
of your life.” Proverbs 4:23 NLT
“Beware of anything that competes with your loyalty to Jesus
Christ.” Oswald Chambers

“Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when
you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in
you. For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure,
a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements
and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from
this world.” 1 John 2:15-16 NLT

Unbalanced schedule
Uncontrolled appetites
Unrestricted media
Undeclared priorities

Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your
heart.” Psalm 37:4 NIV
Jesus — “If you love Me, obey My commandments.” John 14:15 NLT
“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean.
Your filth will be washed away, and you will no longer worship
idols. And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new Spirit
in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a
tender, responsive heart. And I will put My Spirit in you so that
you will follow My decrees and be careful to obey My regulations.”
Ezekiel 36:25-27 NLT

“Jesus replied, ‘The most important commandment is this: Listen,
O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. And you must
love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your
mind, and all your strength. The second is equally important: Love
your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater than
these.’” Mark 12:29-31 NLT

This Study Guide is designed to help
you apply Sunday’s message. Join one
of our message-based Community
Groups to do this study together.
Visit the Groups table after service
to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to reset our priorities and place God first in all things.

B
E LO NG in G od ’ s family:
_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been
doing this week.
OPENING PRAYER
ICEBREAKER: What is something, that when you look back on your life,
you wish you wouldn’t have made it such a high priority? Why?

B
E C O M E like Je sus:
_____________________________________________________
1. On Sunday we considered the importance of making the Lord our
highest priority. How did the Holy Spirit speak to your heart? What is
something you think is a key point from the message?
2. Read Mark 12:28-34. In this exchange Jesus places loving God and
others above all other things. What are some reasons these should be
our top priorities? What effect does this have on our life?

followed these commands, and what happened when they strayed
from them? How is this reflected in your life?
5. The following verses talk about the issue of hypocrisy – when we say
we believe, but our actions deny that belief: Mark 7:6; Matthew
7:21-23; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; James 1:21-26. What competes with God
for your heart? What is that battle like for you?

BL
ES S o th er s :
_____________________________________________________
Read Hebrews 10:23-25 and 1 Thessalonians 5:11. How does meeting
together and encouraging one another help us keep God first in our lives?
How do we make this a priority?

BUI
L D G o d ’s k i n g d o m :
_____________________________________________________
Read 1 John 3:17-18; 1 Corinthians 9:22; Philippians 2:3-4. How does
putting the needs of others before ourselves display that God is our top
priority? What makes this challenging and how do we get over those
challenges?

BEL
I EV E G o d a n d a c t i n fa i t h :
_____________________________________________________
What do you sense God inviting you to do in response to this study? How
will you have to trust God to do this?
PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group
pray and support you?
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3. Matthew 6:21, Proverbs 3:5 and Proverbs 4:23 all talk about the
importance of our heart and desires. Now read Matthew 5:8. What
does it mean to be “pure in heart?” How do we direct our heart and
keep it pure?
4. In Exodus 20:1-11 we read the first portion of the ten commandments.
These all focus on putting God first. What happened when Israel
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