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This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to flourish 
within God’s design.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________
CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Tell about an experience you’ve had trying to grow a plant, 
tree or lawn. Did it flourish? Why or why not?

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________
1.  What concepts in Sunday’s message were especially meaningful 

to you? 

2.  Read Romans 8:29, 1 John 3:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18. As God trans-
forms us, what design or pattern does He use. Do you have any fears 
related to God transforming your life?

3.  Pastor Ron has shared that we should be increasingly experiencing the 
presence of God, not just learn His principles. Why do you think being 
in God’s presence is vital to His plan to make us like Jesus?    

4.  C.S. Lewis has said, “God made us: invented us as a man invents an 
engine. A car is made to run on petrol, and it would not run properly on 
anything else. Now God designed the human being to run on Himself.  
He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food 
our spirits were designed to feed on. There is no other… God cannot 
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give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not 
there.” From this quote, what do you think it means to “run on God as 
our fuel?”  

DIGGING DEEPER: The following scriptures use God’s design in 
nature as a metaphor for many aspects of our lives: our spiritual 
progress, relationships, community life, wisdom and more. The 
passages all emphasize the right conditions for flourishing. How do 
these passages relate to turning frustration into flourishing in your 
life? Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm 1:1-3; Matthew 13:18-23.

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________
Paul often used God’s design of the human body as a metaphor for the 
Body of Christ, His church. Read Ephesians 4:16,22-32. What are some 
specific ways in which we members of the Body can either bring harm 
or growth to one another? Why are these principles important in 
community?  

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  k i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________
In addition to a design for church life, God has His own design for 
evangelism. Read Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 24:45-49 and 2 Corinthians 
5:20.  What are some of the components of this design? What makes 
them effective?  

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
Flourishing within God’s design depends on our believing and acting on 
His commands and promises. Read Deuteronomy 10:12-13 and 2 Peter 
1:3-4. What in these words encourages you to flourish, despite the 
challenges facing you this week?

PRAYER: What challenge are you facing this week? How can our group 
pray and support you?
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