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HOW TO BECOME LIKE JESUS... 
 
 

 Set your focus on Jesus and Heaven  

 

“Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on 
the realities of Heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s 
right hand. Think about the things of Heaven, not the things of Earth. 
For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 
And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you 
will share in all His glory.”   Colossians 3:1-4 NLT 

 — Set your mind on who Jesus is and what He did  

      for you  

 — Prioritize your life through the lens of eternity  
 
 

 Deal directly and definitively with sin  
 

“So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have 
nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. 
Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the 
things of this world. Because of these sins, the anger of God is  
coming. You used to do these things when your life was still part  
of this world. But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious 
behavior, slander, and dirty language. Don’t lie to each other, for you 
have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds.”    

Colossians 3:5-9 NLT 

 — Surrender your attitudes, emotions, and actions  

      to God 

 — Eliminate sin, pursue righteousness, and invite  

      accountability 

 
 

 Rely on the Holy Spirit to live in union  

with Jesus 
 

“Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your 
Creator and become like Him. In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you 
are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivi-
lized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and He lives in all of us. 
Since God chose you to be the holy people He loves, you must clothe 
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive any-
one who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us 
all together in perfect harmony.”   Colossians 3:10-14 NLT 

 — Walk in the Spirit by faith 

 — Practice the spiritual habits that give God room  

      to work in your life 

 

 Receive and display the life of  Jesus within 

you 
 

“And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as 
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be 
thankful. Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. 
Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom He gives. Sing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 
And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks through Him to God the Father.”  Colossians 3:15-17 NLT 

 — Invite and embrace Jesus’ peace, His word, and  

     His authority 

 — Display the character of Christ 

Mark Hadley  •  February 14, 2016 

Become Like Jesus 

NEXT WEEK:  Believe The Message



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to become 
like Jesus.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: Share with the group your favorite memory of dressing 
up in a special outfit. What “identity” did this outfit give you? 

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “Think about the things of Heaven, not the things of Earth. 
For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.”    
Colosians 3:2-3 NLT

1.  In Sunday’s message, Pastor Mark talked about how to become like 
Jesus. What part of the message did you find especially challenging, 
and what part of the message can you begin putting into practice 
right away? 

2.  Let’s read Colossians 3:1-4. Paul tells us to focus on things above, 
not on earthly things. What effect would this have on our earthly 
life – would our earthly issues disappear, or would we see them 
from a different perspective? What is a specific difficult situation 
you are facing now – and how does it look different if viewed from 
an eternal perspective? 

3.  Now let’s read verses 5-9, and study this list of things that we’re 
supposed to “put to death.” Why is taking sin so seriously important 

for us to grow in our connection with Jesus? What aspects of your 
old nature do you battle, and how should you confront them?

4.  Folklore tells us that when the brilliant Renaissance sculptor Michel-
angelo was asked how he accomplished his masterpiece, David, he 
replied, “It is easy. I just chip away everything that doesn’t look like 
David.” What could we accomplish if we allowed Jesus to “chip away” 
everything about us that doesn’t look like Him? 

5.  Read Colossians 3:10-17. What are we instructed to clothe 
ourselves with? What is required to do that, and how do we do it?  

DIGGING DEEPER: In Colossians 3:11, what distinctions have been 
removed in the body of Christ? See also Romans 12:4-5 and I Corinthi-
ans 12:13. What distinctions do we have in our culture?  How can we 
overcome those? 

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
What is a specific example of how you can live out the phrase “whatever 
you do in word or deed, do it all in the name of Jesus?”  

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Pastor Ray Stedman wrote, “God designed it this way – that His great 
power and wisdom and love would become visible in ordinary and other-
wise inconsequential people.” How can we use our “ordinariness” to draw 
people to Jesus? 

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Let’s reread Colossians 3:15-17 as our closing prayer. Share prayer 
requests.
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