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Key Idea: Jesus has promised that as we live everyday on  
mission we will have His power and His presence to engage  

in His purpose of making disciples who make disciples. 
 
“Take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.”   Ephesians 6:13 ESV 
 
“Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my 
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.”    

Ephesians 6:18-20 ESV 
 
 

STAND FIRM BY BOLDLY PRAYING  
 

 Ask For Greater Insight   
 

“Pray at all times in the Spirit…”   Ephesians 6:18a ESV 
 

Confidence & Consistency 

 
 
 

 Ask For Greater Intentionality   
 

“...with all prayer and supplication...”   Ephesians 6:18b ESV 
 
 

 

 Ask For Greater Intensity   
 

“To that end keep alert with all perseverance...”   Ephesians 6:18c ESV 
 
 
 
 

 Ask For Greater Influence   
 

“...making supplication for all the saints.”   Ephesians 6:18d ESV 
 
 
 
 

 Ask For Greater Impact   
 

“...that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to  
proclaim the mystery of the gospel for which I am an ambassador  
in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.”    

Ephesians 6:19-20 ESV 
 

Clarity & Courage 

 
“Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful  
heart. Pray… that God will give us many opportunities to speak  
about His mysterious plan concerning Christ… Pray that I will  
proclaim this message as clearly as I should.”   Colossians 4:2-4 NLT 
 

I will boldly pray that God will use me to  

influence these people to become disciples 
 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

“Talking to men for God is a good thing, but  
talking to God for men is a great thing.” — E.M. Bounds 

Ron Thompson  •  January 24, 2016 

Boldly Pray 

NEXT WEEK:  Build His Kingdom



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn the practice 
of praying daily with boldness.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: How did you come to know Jesus? Was someone praying 
for you? 

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “(Pray) that words may be given to me in opening my 
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.”    
Ephesians 6:19-20 ESV

1.  On Sunday, we talked about praying boldly, asking God for greater 
impact for His Kingdom. What did you learn that will change how 
you pray?

2.  In Ephesians 6:18, Paul asks us to pray at all times “in the Spirit.”  
Compare this to Romans 8:26-27. What do you think it means to 
pray “in the Spirit?” How can we be in tune with the Holy Spirit 
when we pray? 

3.  Paul also asks us to pray with perseverance. In 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18, he tells us to pray without ceasing. We all find a way to 
pray when a crisis hits, but Paul is setting the bar much higher than 
that. How can Colossians 3:23-24 help us learn to live continually 
in God’s presence?

4.  Read John 12:26 and Matthew 25:21. The Lord values and honors 
those who serve faithfully and humbly. In what ways does prayer 
help us form a servant’s heart? 

5.  In an essay called “Work and Prayer.” C.S. Lewis wrote that prayer 
seems weak to us, when in fact prayer is too powerful for God to 
allow us to use it without His oversight. Have you ever struggled 
through times when prayer seemed useless, or have you ever felt 
too unworthy or intimidated to pray?

DIGGING DEEPER: Our key verse this week follows Paul’s admonition 
to “put on the full armor of God.” Read Ephesians 6:10-20. Do you 
think there could be a connection between praying boldly and putting 
on the full armor of God: truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, 
God’s word? How might they influence each other? 

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
In 1 Chronicles 4:10, Jabez asks God to enlarge his territory, meaning to 
put him to more use. In what part of God’s kingdom would you like to take 
on more responsibility? Which of your talents could be put to greater use?  
Where would you like to see God “put you in the game?” How might you 
pray about that?  

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
In Ephesians 6:20, Paul refers to himself as an “ambassador in chains.” 
In 2 Corinthians 5:20 we are all called Christ’s ambassadors. When have 
you felt yourself to be an ambassador for Christ? Have you ever found 
yourself an ambassador “behind enemy lines?” 

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Take some time to think about what it means to be not just permitted, 
but invited to speak directly to the Creator of the universe!

January 24, 2016
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