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This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn how to love 
radically.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________

CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: Think of a time when you had very strong feelings of love. 
What did that feel like? Did it change the way you acted? How? Did you 
see the world differently? Did you treat others differently?

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________

1.  We are going to dive into the most profound description of love ever 
written when we read 1 Corinthians 13. Before taking the leap, let’s 
read a few preceding verses in 1 Corinthians 12: 4-11. What does this 
say about where spiritual gifts come from, and what is their purpose?

2.  The gifts listed are all wonderful, but now read 1 Corinthians 13: 1-3. 
Seems that we can have all these gifts, and even willing to be martyred, 
but without love, none of it matters. Why? How does love change all 
our gifts and actions?

3.  In verses 4 through 7 we have a wonderful description of what love 
looks like in action. What makes this sort of love so radical? 
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4.  Do you think it’s humanly possible to continually emulate these 
characteristics in our daily lives? What role does the Holy Spirit play in 
reflecting these characteristics through us? (see Galatians 5:22; 2 
Timothy 1:7; 1 John 4:11-13)

5.  Read John 15:9-14. Jesus links love to obedience and sacrifice. What 
does He say about this? How do love and obedience reflect a deep, 
radical love?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________

Paul wrote his letter to the Corinthians because he received 
disconcerting news about their behavior. They were definitely not 
blessing each other. In his letter he does not get caught up in the finger 
pointing, but chooses to tell them about love. Why do you think Paul is led 
by God to point them toward love as they had drifted? How do these 
verses show us how to bless each other?

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________

If we make love our highest goal (1 Corinthians 14:1) and allow the Holy 
Spirit to guide us, how might this affect those who do not have a personal 
relationship with Christ? How does our message become more powerful 
through love?

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________
What would it take for each of us to be centered in love and reflect love in 
our daily lives? What are the barriers to us doing this? How can we move 
beyond barriers to fulfill the goals of love? 

PRAYER: Before we pray, let’s read Romans 8:38-39. What a heartwarm-
ing promise of God’s love. How can we pray for each of us to experience 
God’s amazing love for us and reflect that love in our daily lives? 
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