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God designed us to belong in community  
 

We belong in community with Christ  

and with one another  
 
“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special func-
tion, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we 

all belong to each other.”   Romans 12:4-5 NLT  

 
“Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some 
are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, 
and we all share the same Spirit.”   1 Corinthians 12:13 NLT 
 

The purpose of  Biblical community is to fulfill 

our mission to be disciples who make disciples 
 

“Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, bar-
barian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. Therefore, 
as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with 
each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”    

Colossians 3:11-14 NIV 

HOW DO WE BECOME A  

COMMUNITY ON MISSION? 

 

 We devote ourselves to love and  obey God 
 

“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to 
fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and 
to prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles 
performed many miraculous signs and wonders.”  Acts 2:42-43 NLT 
 
“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of His return is 

drawing near.”   Hebrews 10:25 NLT   

 

 We devote ourselves to love and  sacrifice for 

others 
 

“And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything 
they had. They sold their property and possessions and shared the 
money with those in need. They worshiped together at the Temple 
each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals 
with great joy and generosity - all the while praising God and enjoying 

the goodwill of all the people.”  Acts 2:44-47a NLT 

 
“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are My  

disciples.”   John 13:35 NLT   

 
“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its 
own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body 
is healthy and growing and full of love.”   Ephesians 4:16 NLT   
 

 We devote ourselves to living and sharing the  

gospel every day 
 

“And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were  
being saved.”  Acts 2:47b NLT 
 
“So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making His appeal through  
us. We speak for Christ when we plead, ‘Come back to God!’”    

2 Corinthians 5:20 NLT   
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Belong Together 

NEXT WEEK:  Boldly Pray



This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to build belonging 
in community in order to reach the world.

G AT H E R :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
PRAYER: Ask God to be present and to open your hearts to His Word. 

ICEBREAKER: Have you experienced a time when you felt immediately 
accepted into a group? Share this experience. 

G RO W :  4 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
KEY VERSE: “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you 
are My disciples.”    John 13:35 NLT

1.  Sunday’s message was about belonging in community. Were you 
inspired to see your need to belong in community in a new way?  
How is community a part of the mission God has given us?

2.  Let’s read Acts 2:42-47. What distinguishing characteristics of 
the early church do you see in this passage? How do you think the 
church of today compares in these areas? Would some of them be 
particularly challenging to do? 

3.  What do you suppose motivated these early believers to commit 
to this lifestyle? What did outsiders observe that drew them into 
the church?

4.  Now let’s look at Acts 5:1-11. Discuss what Ananias and Sapphira did 
– right and wrong. What was their motivation for giving? Look back 
at Acts 4:36-37. Why were the consequences for their actions so 
harsh? 

5.  Back in Acts 2:46, we see the followers of Jesus breaking bread and 
celebrating Communion. How does Paul describe the significance of 
this in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26? How does the sacrament of Commu-
nion reflect a community on mission?

DIGGING DEEPER: Now let’s look back at the Old Testament story 
of Achan in Joshua 6:18-19 and 7:1 and 22-26. What were the conse-
quences of his actions, and why? Compare this to the story of Ananias 
and Sapphira. How do these Old and New Testament stories relate to 
today, and what does this do to the popular rationale “it’s okay as long 
as no one gets hurt?” 

G I V E :  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Let’s look at Hebrews 10:25. Some sincere believers don’t consider it 
important to attend church or be connected to Christian community.  
How could we encourage them to see the importance of being connected 
to the Body of Christ?  

G O :  1 0  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Can you think of anyone in your sphere of influence – friend, neighbor, 
coworker – who has unmet needs that this group could meet, and perhaps 
be drawn to a relationship with Jesus? Are there ways that our group 
could work together to reach them? 

G LO R I F Y:  1 5  M I N U T E S_____________________________________________________
Recall the words of the song, 

“We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord,
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 

Share prayer requests.
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