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This Study Guide is designed to help 

you apply Sunday’s message. Join one 

of our message-based Community 

Groups to do this study together. 

Visit the Groups table after service 

to find a group!

LESSON AIM: The aim of this lesson is to learn to pray 
expectantly.

B E LO N G  i n  G o d ’ s  f a m i l y :_____________________________________________________

CHECK IN: (optional) Let’s briefly share with each other how we’ve been 
doing this week. 

OPENING PRAYER   

ICEBREAKER: What is one of the most meaningful conversations that 
you have had? What made that conversation meaningful for you?  

B E C O M E  l i ke  J e s u s :_____________________________________________________

1.  In Sunday’s message we talked about our church prayer for this year. 
Did you sense God calling your attention to something in the message? 
Was there something meaningful that you walked away with?

2.  The text of our church prayer is Philippians 1:3; 6:9-11. Let’s read 
through it, and then share what phrase stands out to you and why.

3.  A key emphasis of our annual prayer is to pray with expectation. What 
do you think that means? What do these verses say about expectant 
prayer? 1 John 5:14-15; Mark 11:24; Luke 18:1; Hebrews 11:6. Get a copy of this Study Guide and other message 

resources at www.twincities.church

4.  There are certain prayers and certain attitudes that we take with us 
into prayer that God does not respond to. Let’s read these and talk 
about why God refuses to hear these prayers: James 4:3; Isaiah 59:2; 
Proverbs 21:3; James 1:6-7; Luke 18:11-14 

5.  At times prayer can be puzzling. God may answer a certain prayer in a 
totally miraculous way, and then another time it seems He is silent. 
Have you ever experienced this? Do you have any thoughts as to why 
this happens?

B L E S S  o t h e r s :_____________________________________________________

Many of our prayers for our loved ones and family members have to do 
with physical and material needs. What can we learn from the Apostle 
Paul’s prayers for the spiritual needs of those he loved? Ephesians 
1:15-21; Colossians 1:9-13; Ephesians 3:14-21.

B U I L D  G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m :_____________________________________________________

Read Romans 10:1; Ephesians 6:19; and Matthew 5:16. How do these 
verses help us know how to pray for those who do not know Christ? Why 
is praying for people who do not know Jesus important?

B E L I E V E  G o d  a n d  a c t  i n  f a i t h :_____________________________________________________

What do you sense God inviting you to do in response to this study?

PRAYER: We have a church prayer for the new year, what is something 
that we can pray for you for this next year?
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