
Update from Sean and Vita Mason 
Hi Ken! 

 
Thanks for writing!   Overall, we are doing well.  Life of course has been strange over the last year 
but we continue to push forward on all fronts.  We are quite sure we (at least Vita and I) have had 
covid, based on friends who have tested positive and had the exact same symptoms as we did.  It 
was nothing serious or all that difficult thankfully. 

 
The children are in school, they have split the classes in half and each group is their own shift.   Its 
a weird situation in Albania because although they closed things down for quite some time, now 
life is more or less back to normal and not many rules are being enforced at all yet the number of 
covid cases/death continue to rise.  Most think the main issue is the Gov’t cannot afford financially 
to lock the country again.  Thus it seems they are just trying to ride it out.  Some vaccines have 
come thought it seems the focus is mainly on the medical staff receiving them.  I personally am not 
keen on getting the vaccine for myself or family. 

 
During the summer months we were able to meet as a church in an outdoor forest area which was 
great.  Then we moved to only online services when the seasons changed.  We continued quite a 
while online and have only about a month or so that we have resumed in person gatherings.  We 
were definitely one of the few churches who chose to go about it that way as most have never 
really stopped (at least for any significant amount of time) gathering.   So things with the church 
have changed considerably, and it seems it will take some time to pick up momentum again.  But 
overall we are moving forward. 

 
Yes we did have a couple come to open/manage the climbing outreach.  He is a childhood friend 
of mine who spent a couple years with us in Albania years ago.  He married the daughter of the 
former pastor of the Korca church.  They lived in the STates while she was getting her degree, etc 
and after about 10 years their felt the lord calling them back to Albania.  They both invested much 
in getting the climbing wall built, so really they were our first choice in who we would like to run 
it.  Unfortunately no sooner had they got to Korca did the covid/lockdown happen so things have 
been on hold.  In addition, tax law changes and the government’s lack of know-how when it comes 
to non-profits that will be charging a fee for services (climbing) has made getting things sorted out 
so we can open to the public quite difficult.   With that said, we are shooting for a March 20th 
grand (or maybe “soft”) opening!!! 

 
We haven’t heard anything about an August team!  We are hoping that if the borders open up 
again for Albania, that we will travel to Lithuania this summer for a visit, as we obviously were not 
able to last year and its been nearly 4 years since our last visit!  Keep us posted though on the 
developments of the team’s coming! 

 
Thank you for your ongoing love, care and support!  Specifically you can pray for the climbing 
outreach opening as well as for me as I am navigating what the future holds for me in regards to 
leading the Korca church.  Please too pray for more workers/ people who will rise up within the 
church to serve as a family! 

 
Greetings and much love, 
Sean & family 

 


