
BULLETIN INSERT (BACK)

INDIA

10

Hindu extremists believe that all Indians should 
be Hindus, and that the country should be rid of 
Christianity and Islam. To achieve this goal, they use 
extensive violence, particularly targeting Christians 
from a Hindu background. In their villages, Christians 
are accused of following a “foreign faith” and often 
physically attacked. If they don’t “re-convert,” their 
community may boycott them, with a devastating effect 
on their ability to earn income and buy food.

When Christians are attacked, they often drop charges 
against their attackers to show forgiveness as a 

witness for Christ. Churches have been demolished 
and burned, worship gatherings have been disrupted, 
crosses in graveyards have been vandalized, and 
Bibles and other Christian literature have been 
confiscated and burned. Many pastors have been 
beaten and jailed, and several are martyred each year. 
Christians are often arrested and held for up to three 
weeks after being falsely accused of forcing Hindus to 
convert to Christianity. With legal assistance, they are 
normally able to post bail or show that the charges are 
unfounded. 

PRAYER POINTS

• Praise God that many are coming to faith in India through miraculous healings and the witness 
of India’s Christians. Pray many more will come to know Jesus. 

• Pray for church planters and pastors taking the gospel to unreached people groups. 
• Pray that God will soften the hearts of government leaders and they will come to know Christ. 
• Pray for new converts who are experiencing persecution. 
• Pray that God will change the hearts of persecutors and that they will turn to Christ. 
• Pray for protection for our brothers and sisters, especially new Christians and those in rural 

areas living in isolation.



ALGERIA

24

The majority of Christians in Algeria are converts from 
Islam. They are most at risk of persecution, not just 
from their family and extended family, but from the 
wider community which includes local ethnic leaders 
and elders. This can involve harassment, beatings, 
threats and imprisonment, as well as pressure to 
adhere to Islamic customs.

Pressure is also exerted by state officials receptive to 
the teachings of radical Islamic teachers. They use their 
influence to limit the freedoms of converts, including 
preventing them from expressing their views in public.
Those living in the rural and religiously more 
conservative parts of Algeria—which acted as a 

stronghold for Islamist insurgents in the fight against 
the government in the 1990s—are particularly exposed 
to pressure and danger.

Laws regulating non-Muslim worship prohibit anything 
that would “shake the faith of a Muslim” or be used as 
“a means of seduction intending to convert a Muslim to 
another religion.”

And in the past three years, authorities in Algeria 
have engaged in a systematic campaign against EPA 
churches (Protestant Church of Algeria), which has 
seen 13 churches forcibly closed by the authorities. 
Others have received orders to cease all activities. 

PRAYER POINTS

• Pray that all recently closed churches will reopen, and the 2006 law regulating worship will be 
repealed. 

• Request that converts who have counted the cost for following Jesus will have access to a 
community of Christians to support and build them up.  

• Pray for the establishment of strategic relationships between Christians and local leaders of 
influence, which will inspire greater respect among communities towards Christianity

Unlike the overt violence Christians faced during 
the Communist revolution, more subtle methods of 
persecution are now used by the Cuban government, 
largely out of concern for its global reputation. Christian 
leaders are often summoned by government officials 
for questioning or held for up to 48 hours to pressure 
them, and churches are demolished by hired gangs so 
the government can deny responsibility. Legal church 
buildings are seized, and no new church buildings have 
been legally built in the country since the revolution. 
Many believers meet in illegal house churches, often 
extensions of the pastor’s home or shaded structures 
in the backyard of a family’s home. Churches continue 
to grow through active evangelistic activity, but some 
believers have never owned a Bible because of 

government oppression. Though no Christians are 
known to be imprisoned in Cuba, many are closely 
watched so that they are effectively under house 
arrest. In addition, Christians are often denied jobs and 
educational opportunities.

Access to Bibles:
Though great strides have been made in Bible 
distribution, access remains restricted. In 2017, 
Cuba allowed the purchase and sale of Bibles only 
to members of the ecumenical Protestant church 
organization, but most Christian literature remains 
illegal. There are no Christian bookstores in Cuba. 
There is a shortage of Bibles, which even when 
available can cost a third of a worker’s monthly income. 

PRAYER POINTS

• Pray for Christian leaders being threatened with imprisonment by their oppressive government. 
• Pray for parents who were arrested for trying to remove their children from Communist 

indoctrination at school. 
• Pray for a recently demolished unregistered church and the more than 2,000 others at risk
• Pray for pastors pressured to provide the government with information about church leaders. 
• Pray for the encouragement and wisdom of Christian pastors. 
• Pray that God’s Word will reach the most remote areas of the island. 

CUBA
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