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LEADERS CHECKLIST
Making Your IDOP Experience Rewarding, Memorable and Significant
Are you ready to make an incredible difference for our suffering brothers and sisters? It’s easier
than you might think! Just follow these simple steps to make your church’s participation in the
International Day of Prayer rewarding and memorable. To assist you, please find free
downloadable resources on www.idop.ca.
Spend a few minutes watching the eye-opening IDOP video online. We recommend previewing
the video to determine its suitability for your congregation. You can view the video at
https://youtu.be/6wJy6yujwCM
Spend some time going through the IDOP resources and choose the items you wish to use for
your IDOP service.
Announce your church’s participation in IDOP. The 2020 International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church date is November 1, but you can observe it on whatever day you choose.
Review this IDOP planning checklist for ideas and activities.
Two weeks before your church’s IDOP date prepare your IDOP resources. Print off the
downloadable IDOP bulletin insert, include it in your church bulletin, and announce IDOP from
the pulpit. Do the same the following Sunday (one week before IDOP). Show the brief preview
IDOP video at your church on a Sunday before November 1.
During the Sunday service on November 1 (or whatever date your church chooses):
•
•

•

Use the powerful IDOP video to demonstrate the incredible importance of your church’s
prayers.
Preach a sermon that highlights the needs of our suffering brothers and sisters. You can
find some Scriptures to help you prepare, and creative ideas for a service in this kit. We
offer Country Profiles and Prayer Points for how to pray specifically this year. There is
also a helpful list of suggested hymns and songs that fit perfectly into the IDOP theme.
Lead your church in a time of congregational prayer for our brothers and sisters
facing torture, imprisonment, harassment, or even death.

Thank you and your church for choosing to take part in this year’s International Day of Prayer
for the Persecuted Church.

2020 IDOP VIDEO

Video can be found in the resource kit or at the link below.
https://youtu.be/6wJy6yujwCM
We highly recommend downloading the video if you will be viewing it in your Sunday service.
This will avoid unwanted pauses and buffering.

BULLETIN INSERT (FRONT)
Design files for the bulletin insert are found in the resource kit. There are a variety of formats
available for your convenience.

BULLETIN INSERT (BACK)

COUNTRY IN FOCUS: YEMEN

How many Christians are there in Yemen?

YEMEN

Open Doors estimates that there are only a few thousand Christians in Yemen. Christians make
up a very small percentage of the population, which numbers nearly 30 million. Before civil war
broke out, most of the Christians in Yemen were expatriates, but many have left to escape the
violence.
Why are Christians persecuted in Yemen?
Yemen is a strongly Islamic nation, and all Yemenis are considered Muslims. Leaving Islam is
forbidden; Muslims who decide to follow Jesus could face the death penalty. There is no room
for any open church activities or private worship. The war has allowed radical Islamic groups to
expand their operations in certain areas, leading to Christians being abducted and killed.
What’s life like for Christians in Yemen?
While the number of believers in Yemen is growing, most have to keep their faith a complete
secret. It is seen as a huge source of shame for a family member to leave Islam, so believers
from Muslim backgrounds run the risk of honour-killing or physical violence if their families or
communities discover their faith.
As the war in Yemen continues, Christians also miss out when emergency aid is distributed. It is
mostly distributed through Islamic organizations and local mosques, who allegedly discriminate
against those who are not considered to be pious Muslims.
PERSECUTOR: Persecutors include the government, Islamic extremist groups, communities,
tribes and families of Christian converts. Al-Qaida is prominent and active.

WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN YEMEN: Converting to Christianity from Islam is a
crime punishable by death, and families consider it extremely shameful for a family member to
become a Christian. Christian converts face harassment, the possibility of losing jobs and family
relationships, and potentially death. Christians worship secretly in homes or small groups
outdoors.
ACCESS TO BIBLES: Bibles can be found in Yemen, but they are difficult to obtain. However,
Yemenis can freely read the Bible online. Also, digital copies can be downloaded to their
smartphones or computers.

PRAYER POINTS
•

•

The ongoing war and famine are bringing much hardship to our brothers and sisters in
Yemen. Pray that Christians will receive the relief aid that they need to survive,
especially during COVID-19.
Pray for protection for those Christians who are threatened and under pressure from
their families and communities.

Story from Yemen

Mohammad*, a secret Yemeni believer, became a Christian
when he bought a Bible in a second-hand shop. Curious about
the contents, he read it, and gave his life to Christ.
“When I came to faith, I thought I was the only believer in
Yemen,” he says. In many countries like Yemen, where
believers have to keep their faith secret, new Christians can feel
very isolated in their faith. It’s hard to find a community.

Read the rest of his story called “Mohammad from Yemen” in the Resource Kit.

COUNTRY IN FOCUS: NIGERIA

NIGERIA
How many Christians are there in Nigeria?
There are 93.8 million Christians in Nigeria, making up 46.7 per cent of the population. In the
south of the country, Nigerians are free to follow Jesus – but northern Nigeria and the ‘middle
belt’ sees extreme Christian persecution.
Why are Christians persecuted in Nigeria?
Islamic extremists carry out horrific persecution in northern Nigeria. Twelve of the northern
states are under Sharia (Islamic law), and persecution has increased since the 2015 election of
President Muhammadu Buhari.
Buhari’s APC party is openly Islamist, and he has appointed Muslims to key positions –
including the judiciary. There is little accountability for attacks by Islamic extremists, which
include Fulani militants and ISWAP (an affiliate of so-called Islamic State) as well as Boko
Haram.
What’s life like for Christians in Nigeria?
Christian women and girls are in danger of being abducted and often forcibly married. Women
like Esther – she was kidnapped by Boko Haram as a teenager and held for three years. She
was told to choose marriage or slavery. She chose to become a slave, but was eventually
forced to marry a Boko Haram fighter. Thankfully she escaped, seven months pregnant.

In some northern states, many Christians are dressing like Muslims as the only way to reduce
the chances of being attacked. Christians in these states are frequently denied access to higher
education, and are sometimes asked to give up their faith in order to get work.
Christians who have converted from Islam are particularly vulnerable.
PERSECUTOR: Boko Haram militants and Fulani Islamic militants work together to target
Christian villages for destruction.
WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN NIGERIA: Nearly all Christians in northeastern
Nigeria have lost family members in attacks by Boko Haram or Islamic Fulani militants. Entire
congregations have been displaced, with many pastors forced to leave the region. Today, it
takes great courage and faith to openly worship and serve Christ. Thousands of Christians
remain in camps designated for internally displaced people. With few schools able to function
because of the violence, families are concerned about their children’s education. Life is a
constant struggle, and in some places, it’s even difficult to find food.
ACCESS TO BIBLES: While Bibles are plentiful in the south, there is a great need for them in
the north. Many Bibles were destroyed in attacks and lost when people are displaced. Most
people don’t own Bibles, and even if they were available, few in the north could afford them.

Prayer Points
•
•

Pray for our brothers and sisters who deal with the constant threat of violence. The
violence often ends in loss of life, physical injury or property loss.
Pray that the Church will be able to withstand pressure to give up the faith and have the
grace to respond to their challenges.

Story from Nigeria

Esther was captured by Boko Haram as a teenager and held for
three years. She was given a choice: marry or become a slave.
Esther chose slavery, but it made no difference. She was
eventually forced to marry a Boko Haram fighter.
When the fighter was killed, she managed to escape. Seven
months pregnant, she eventually managed to return to her
village, but she was taunted and ostracized.

Read the rest of her story called “Esther from Nigeria” in the Resource Kit.

COUNTRY IN FOCUS: BANGLADESH

BANGLADESH
How many Christians are there in Bangladesh?
There are 887,000 Christians out of a population of over 168 million – about half a percent of
the population.
Why are Christians persecuted in Bangladesh?
Until recently, Bangladesh had managed to stay clear of the kind of Islamic extremism that has
plagued other parts of the world. That’s changing, and the government is struggling to counter
the growing strength of radical Islamic groups.
What’s life like for Christians in Bangladesh?
Converts from other faiths – Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism – suffer the most persecution in
Bangladesh. Christians who belong to ethnic minorities are doubly vulnerable to persecution.
Christians among the Muslim Rohingya, who fled to Bangladesh from Myanmar, are facing
harassment and strong pressure from their community as well.
PERSECUTOR: Local Muslim authorities, radical Islamist groups and families persecute
Christians.
WHAT IT MEANS TO FOLLOW CHRIST IN BANGLADESH: Many Christian groups meet
publicly, while others worship in unregistered churches. Some Bangladeshi Christian groups
send out missionaries within their own country. When Muslims convert to Christianity, they often
face expulsion from their community.

ACCESS TO BIBLES: Bibles exist in many languages found in Bangladesh, but they are hard
to find. Although Bibles are legal, many are too poor to purchase one even if they could find it.
There is a Bible Society of Bangladesh.

Prayer Points
•

•
•

Pray for God to give strength to all believers to stand strong in their faith, especially
secret believers, so they might endure persecution and not compromise their faith. Pray
also for the ongoing projects to reach believers in need and assist them with timely help.
Pray for Christians who have left their communities out of pressure to renounce their
faith. Pray that the Lord would provide for their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs.
Pray that Christians who are mentally and physically abused would be granted steadfast
faith.

Story from Bangladesh

When Philip saw members of his isolated tribal community dying
because of a lack of access to medical care, he prayed and
asked God to intervene. He says, “I never thought that God
would open the door through me!”
After receiving medical training, Philip can now offer both
medicine for the body and medicine for the soul to his brothers
and sisters, as well as his Buddhist neighbours.

Read the rest of his story called “Philip from Bangladesh” in the Resource Kit.

SERMON THEMES AND SCRIPTURE

You may want to deepen your church’s IDOP experience by preaching on a topic that relates to
the persecuted church. The Bible is full of suffering and persecution. We’ve selected some
themes and Bible verses you might want to use with a little thought on why it might be good to
preach on. Whether you choose one of these or select one of your own, we’d love to hear from
you about your sermon for IDOP – send us an email at IDOP@odcan.org.

1 Peter 28:23-31
Theme: How to Prepare for Persecution
Peter is writing to the early church which was being persecuted and which was going to
experience even greater persecution. Peter tells them how they can prepare for that
persecution. Although we in Canada may not experience the kind of persecution that many are
already facing around the world, we are not exempt from milder forms of persecution or secular
intolerance. Peter gives us some key points to help us prepare.

Revelation 7: 9-17
Theme: Resilient in the Face of Persecution
John addressed the churches in Asia who were experiencing high levels of persecution at that
time. He wants to encourage them that Christ’s presence is with them to enable them to hold up
under the persecution that they are experiencing. He speaks hope to them in telling them that in
the end, God will prevail and that He will deliver His people out of persecution. We too can know
that same presence, hope and triumph that John encourages these persecuted Christians with.

Philippians 3:8-11
Theme: Finding the Joy in Persecution
Why on earth would Paul state that he wanted to share in the sufferings of Christ? Doesn’t that
go against our basic human instincts? In this passage, Paul challenges our priorities. He says
that he had suffered the loss of all things for the sake of Christ, but he counts these things as
nothing so that he may know Christ in the power of His resurrection and to share in His
sufferings. He was convinced that any pain he suffered in following Christ was worth the price. It
is worth facing rejection and criticism because Jesus promises greater glory to those who are
willing to suffer for their faith.

Matthew 10:24-28
Theme: Fearless in the Face of Persecution
This passage follows a talk that Jesus had with His disciples about how they would encounter
persecution and opposition in ministry. Now, he takes time to comfort, challenge and encourage
them. He does not want them to retract in fear when they face opposition for doing what is right
and prudent. Rather, he encourages them to faithfully reveal the full counsel of God. Fear is an
enemy of ministry. Persecutors know the power of fear and will use it to discourage faithful
Christians. But persecutors do not have absolute power, nor will they have the final say. God
will hold them accountable and they will one day answer to Him.

Revelation 2:8-11
Theme: Faithful in Suffering – The Church in Smyrna
Christians in Smyrna were harassed and intimidated on every side. Smyrna was a thriving
metropolis filled with places of worship, education, commerce and sports. It was also a godless
city and the church stood as the only beam of light in the darkness that permeated society. Yet,
they were not well received. Rather, they were ridiculed and resented for their efforts. To this
group of harassed and intimidated believers, Jesus Christ addresses Himself as the “First and
the Last.” Their testimony encourages us to live missionally in our communities, always ready to
share the light of Christ.

Acts 19:21-41
Theme: The Gospel and Persecution
This passage tells the story of a riot in Ephesus that erupted as a result of Paul and a new
church carrying out the work of the gospel. The opposition came, not from the religious leaders
as on other occasions, but from the business community. The gospel was impacting the bottom
line of the idol makers because people were turning away from idols and to Christ. G. Campbell
Morgan said, “The Church persecuted has always been the Church pure, and therefore the
Church powerful. The Church patronized has always been the Church in peril, and very often
the Church paralyzed.”

CHILDRENS RESOURCES: PRAY
Children of persecuted Christians have unique needs. Some need safe
houses to live in while their parents evangelize in dangerous areas. They may
be kicked out of school because of their parents’ faith. Often they lack
Christian friends. They might not have Bibles to help them stay strong in their
faith in places where most people do not know Jesus.
Persecuted Christians and their children all have one very important need that
you can meet — they all need prayer. The International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church on November 1st is one way we remember and pray for
persecuted Christians. Can you pray for children of our persecuted family?

8 WAYS TO PRAY FOR THE CHILDREN OF PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
Pray That the Children Will Follow Jesus
Some children of Christian workers are not yet following God’s will for their lives. Pray that they
will trust in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.
Pray for Peace
Children in persecuted families sometimes worry about their family’s safety. Ask God to give
them peace. Pray that they will not have bad dreams.
Pray for Christian Friends
Pray that the children will have Christian friends to encourage them in staying strong in their
faith.
Pray for Protection from Bullies
Some children in Christian families are the only Christian children in their school. Ask God to
protect them from students and teachers who might want to bully them.
Pray for Christian Marriages
Christian youth in some countries don’t know any Christians their age. They wonder if they will
ever meet someone they can marry. Pray they will wait on the Lord and not marry nonbelievers.
Pray for Girls
Girls are not as important as boys in some places where persecuted believers serve the Lord.
Pray that they will know that Jesus loves them and values them as much as boys.
Pray for Courage
Ask God to help children of Christian workers get the courage to be bold witnesses for Christ.
Pray for Strength
Pray that their experiences of God will help them stand strong against superstitions and the
worship of false gods that are part of the cultures where they live.

CHILDRENS RESOURCES: ACTIVITY
Your words have great impact! Send a card to
children. Draw a picture. Write a favourite Bible verse.
Share an encouraging note. And then mail it to Open
Doors Canada, who will deliver them to children
around the world that are persecuted for their faith in
Jesus.

Writing guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not mention Open Doors Canada on the card or letter, or any other organization
name
You may provide your name, but not your full address (eg. Matthew from Toronto,
Canada is acceptable)
Do not criticize religious extremism, governments, judicial systems or political leaders
Do not send money or make any proposals to help
Be brief and encouraging
Send letters to:
Open Doors Canada
8-19 Brownridge Rd.
Halton Hills, ON L7G 0C6

Make a prayer reminder
Make a unique reminder to help her pray for
persecuted Christians around the world. Follow
the instructions below to make your own prayer
reminder.
Items needed
•
•
•
•
•

Plastic container lids (from yogurt or
margarine containers)
Map-themed scrapbook or craft paper, or
other paper or felt
Cording, lacing, or twine
White glue
Scissors

Instructions
•
•
•
•
•

Trace around the lid on craft paper. Cut out the circle. Trim it with scissors until it fits
snugly inside the top of the lid. Glue if necessary, to secure it.
Cut out country names, or print the name of a country, continent, or region on a label.
Attach the name to the circle.
Punch a small hole at the top of the circle. Cut lacing or twine to the desired length.
Secure it with a knot around the rim and knot the loose ends at the top of the lacing.
Hang it in a display with others or hang several in a mobile.
Pray for Christians in the countries displayed.

Looking for additional ideas for kids? Check out the resource kit for country specific resources
(countries in focus: Bangladesh, Nigeria and Yemen).

SUGGESTED SONGS LIST
Song Title - Contemporary
Beauty For Ashes
Came To My Rescue
Ever Be
Found In You
God is So Good - (You are
Worthy)
God Who Answers Prayer
He Will Hold Me Fast
Hiding Place
Hymn Of The Holy Spirit
I Lift My Eyes Up
I will Rise
In Christ Alone
In The Middle (You're Peace)
Is He Worthy
Kingdom Come
My Hope
On You My God I'll Wait

Words and Music by
Chris McClarney, Brenton Brown
Dylan Thomas, Joel Davies, and Marty Sampson
Bobby Strand, Christopher Allen Greely, Gabriel Wilson,
Kalley Heiligenthal
Paul Baloche, Andi Rizier, Jason Ingram
Pat Barrett
Wade Joye, Chris Brown
Keith & Kristyn Getty
Meredith Andrews, Jeff Pardo and Chris McClarney
Pat Barrett
Brian Doerksen
Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Louie Giglio, Matt Maher
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend
Brian Doerksen, Cindy Rethmeier
Andrew Peterson, Ben Shive
Elevation Worship
Matt Redman, Edward Mote

The Goodness of God
The Joy of the Lord
This I Believe (The Creed)
What A Good God
When Trials Come
Whom Shall I Fear

Tommy Walker
Jake Stevens, Johnathan David Helser, Melissa Helser,
Molly Skaggs
Billy James Foote
Christopher Joel Brown, Cody Carnes, Kari Jobe, Steven
Furtick
Ed Cash, Ben Fielding, Jason Ingram, Brian Johnson
& Jenn Johnson
Audrey Assad
Hillsong Worship
Brenton Brown, Paul Baloche
Keith & Kristyn Getty
Lincoln Brewster, Mia Fields

Song Title - Hymns
Abide With Me
God Himself Is With Us

Words and Music by
Henry Francis Lyte (words), William H. Monk (music)
Gerhard Tersteegen (words), Joachim Neander (music)

Raise A Hallelujah
Sing to the King
The Blessing

Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah William Williams (words), Thomas Hastings (music)
He Hideth My Soul
Fanny Crosby (words), William J. Kirkpatrick (music)
He Leadeth Me
His Eye Is On The Sparrow
How Firm a Foundation
How Sweet The Name Of Jesus
Sounds
Just A Closer Walk With Thee
Lord Of All Hopefulness
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
May The Mind Of Christ My
Saviour
My Faith Looks Up To Thee
My Hope Is Built On Nothing
Less
Nearer Still Nearer
O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
O The Deep Deep Love Of Jesus
Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior
Praise My Soul The King Of
Heaven
Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us
Thou only Sovereign of my heart
Thy Hand O Lord Has Guided
Trust and Obey

Joseph H. Gilmore (words), William B Bradbury (music)
Cavilla D. Martin (words), Chas. H. Gabriel (music)
George Keith, Robert Keen (words), John Francis Wade
(music)
John Newton (words), Alexander R. Reinagle (music)
Anonymous
Jan Struther (words),
Charles Wesley (words), John Zundel (music)
Kate B Wilkinson (words), Cyril Barham-Gould (music)
Ray Palmer (words), Dr. Lowell Mason (music)
Edward Mote (words), William B Bradbury (music)
C. H. Morris (words & music)
George Matheson (words), Albert L Peace (music)
Samuel T Francis (words), Thomas J Williams (music)
Fanny Crosby (words), W. Howard Doane (music)
Henry Francis Lyte (words), John Goss (music)
Dorothy Ann Thrupp (words), William. B. Bradbury (music)
Anne Steele (words), Joseph P. Holbrook (music)
Edward H. Plumptre (words), Basil Harwood (music)
John H. Sammis (words), Daniel B. Towner (music)

ADVERTIZING ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Does your church have a social media account? Why not post about IDOP on it! Encourage and
remind your church family about the upcoming IDOP Sunday with these already-made social
memes. Be sure to tag the IDOP page too!
@IDOPCanada

Memes above can be found in the resource kit in the “Social Media memes” folder

