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UNLIKELY FIGURES                                    Week #4 
Purpose in Obscurity!                      Luke 1:26-38 
 

Matthew 1:26-38      26 “In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, 
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to 
a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman!  The Lord is with 
you!”  29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the 
angel could mean. 30”Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, 
“for you have found favor with God!  31 You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be 
very great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his ancestor Dave.  33 And he will 
reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”   34 Mary 
asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”  35 
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the baby to be 
born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 36 What’s 
more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old 
age!  People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived 
a son and is now in her sixth month.  37 For the word of God will 
never fail.”  38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant.  May 
everything you have said about me come true.” And then the 
angel left her..”  (NLT)   
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Bringing truth to LIFE-                         Wisdom for your life this week. 
 

    When God does something spectacular, He doesn’t use the most 
popular people.  Nor does He work only with people who have it all 
together.  God chooses obscure people as objects of His great favor to 
do His amazing work on earth. 
 
    In this last section of the lesson we will put some appropriate action 
to the truths God revealed to us in this passage of scripture. 
 

a. Why do you have trouble believing that God views you with 
favor?  Consider the reminders of God’s love from the following 
verses…  and the corresponding action for your life. 
 John 3:16 - John 13:34, 35 

Romans 5:8 - 1 John 3:16 
 Titus 3:3-5 - Matthew 28:18-20 

1 John 4:9-10 - 1 John 4:11 
 
   

b. What challenging purpose has God brought into your life as you 
celebrate this Christmas season? 

 
 
In what practical ways can we offer encouragement to each 
other as we live out the plans God has given to us? 

 
 

c. As you surrender to God’s purpose for you, stop doubting, 
resisting, running, or waiting.  Invite God to have His way in 
your life as you yield to His plan and will for you.   

 
 
 

Pray: “Lord, I am an unlikely figure for you to use. But, I fully trust 
You to use me. Because I know that You love me,  I surrender to Your 
plan.  Have your way and accomplish everything that You plan for 
me.” 

LIFE Group Sermon Study 
Week of 12/23/18    
 

Helping People Find Their Way Back To God 

Big Idea:  Even in moments preceding and surrounding Jesus’ arrival, we see 
glimpses of the grace and power of God at work through the unlikeliest of 
characters.  Here we see that God meets us in the darkness.  He heals us in our 
brokenness.  He welcomes us out of the shadows.  He replaces our obscurity with 
purpose and He sends us into the world with a message of joy.    
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Enlighten our Mind-  Study the Word of God.         
1. Read the full Luke 1:26-38 passage.  What word, phrase or sentence in 

the scripture text most captures your attention? 
  
 
 
Why do you think God drew your attention to this section of the 
scripture? 
 
 
 

 

2. What do you learn about God from this story of Mary? 
 

 
 
 
 
Which of these characteristics about God might be the most difficult to 
believe? 

 
 
Which of characteristics of God in this passage is most precious to you?  
Why? 
 

 
 
 

Page 2 
 

Purpose in Obscurity!                         Week of December 23, 2018       
 

3. What element of the Angel Gabriel’s greeting may have caused 
Mary to be “confused and disturbed” (v. 28)? 
 
 
 
 
What aspect of faith is currently causing you confusion?  How has 
this time of your confusion and disturbance effected your 
communication with God and others? 
 
 

 
4. Describe what Gabriel says about the baby Mary will have.  (1:31- 

35)      
- The name of the child (v. 31) 

 
- The identity of the child (v. 32, 33, 35)- 

 
- The length of the child’s influence (v. 33) 

 
 
How are you living out the fact that Jesus is your King forever? 
 
  

 
5. What is meant by the angel Gabriel’s final declaration about God in 

verse 37?.   
 
 
In what ways do you need to rest on that truth about God in your 
current life circumstances? 
 

6. Put verse 38 in your own words.  Why is this response of Mary so 
important? 
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Capture our Attention- 
a. What is your favorite part of the Christmas season?  
 __ food __ family __ football/sports __ decorations 

 __ music __ movies __ weather  __ days off 
 __ giving __ getting __ when its all over! __ other?? 

 

b. Share your Take-A-Way from Jed’s sermon last Sunday.  What 
insight did God use to capture your attention?  How are you 
trying to put that insight into practice in your daily life? 

 


