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UNLIKELY FIGURES                                    Week #3 
Room for Outsiders!                              Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Matthew 2:1-2, 6-11      1 “Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the reign of King Herod.  About that time some wise men 
from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 ‘Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews?  We saw his star as it rose, and we 
have come to worship him. …’  

 7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, 
and he learned from them the time when the star first appeared. 
8 The he told them, ‘Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for 
the child.  And when you find him, come back and tell me so that 
I can go and worship him, too!’  9 After this interview the wise 
men went their way, And the star they had seen in the east 
guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, 
they were filled with joy! 11 The entered the house and saw the 
child with his mother, Mary and they bowed down and 
worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasure chests and 
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”  (NLT) 

   

Romans 5:8 8 “But God showed His great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” 
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Bringing truth to LIFE-                         Wisdom for your life this week. 
 

    When God does something spectacular, He doesn’t use the most 
popular people.  Nor does He work only with people who have it all 
together.  He introduces His blessings to people that we might 
consider to be “outsiders”.    God loves when “outsiders” become 
“insiders”! 
 
    In this last section of the lesson we will put some appropriate action 
to the truths God revealed to us in this passage of scripture. 
 

a. Is your faith story one of an “outsider” or an “insider”?   Share 
your own story. 

 
 

What kind of things make us view people as an “outsider”? 
 

 
   

b. What attitudes in your heart would need to change to help 
you open the door for an outsider to find their way to Jesus 
the King? 

 
 
In what ways are you currently building relational bridges to 
help “outsiders” discover Jesus?  What is one thing more you 
could do? 

 
 

c. Worship Jesus as the King of your life. What gift can you give 
to Jesus that is worthy of the worship you feel toward Him? 

 
Pray for Each Other “Lord, I worship you as King of my life, my 
heart, my dreams and my family.  Thank you for bringing me inside to 
your family, even though I was an outsider because of my sin.  Open 
my heart to help other “outsiders” come into your family.” 

LIFE Group Sermon Study 
Week of 12/16/18    
 

Helping People Find Their Way Back To God 

Big Idea:  Even in moments preceding and surrounding Jesus’ arrival, we see 
glimpses of the grace and power of God at work through the unlikeliest of 
characters.  Here we see that God meets us in the darkness.  He heals us in our 
brokenness.  He welcomes us out of the shadows.  He replaces our obscurity with 
purpose and He sends us into the world with a message of joy.    
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Enlighten our Mind-  Study the Word of God.         
1. Read the full Matthew 2:1-12 passage.  What word, phrase or sentence 

in the scripture text most captures your attention? 
  
 
 
Why do you think God drew your attention to this section of the 
scripture? 
 
 
 

 
2. What do you learn about God from this story of the “wise men”? 
 

 
 
 
What common misconceptions are confronted by the things that you 
learn about God? 
 
 
 
 
Is it hard to move from actions that are based on misconceptions to a 
lifestyle that is based on God’s truth?  Why do you think this is so? 
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3. What do you learn about how the “wise men” respond to the 
revelation of the “birth of the King of the Jews”? 
- The distance they traveled from (v. 1) 

- Their sensitivity to creation (v. 2, and 9)- 

- Their honor of the young child (v. 11)- 

- Their sensitivity to God’s warning (v. 12)- 

 
What causes people who are “outsiders” to seek Jesus as King? 
 
 

 
4. What do you learn about King Herod’s response to the revelation of 

the “birth of the King of the Jews”?    
- His emotional response to the news (v. 3)- 

 
- His search for the location (v. 4-6)- 

 
- His request to the “wise men” (v. 7-8)- 

 
- His emotional response to the escape of the “wise men” (v. 16) 

 
 
What causes a person who is an “insider” to resist Jesus as King?
  
 
  

 
5. Read Matthew 28:18-20 and Romans 5:8.  Discuss God’s desire to 

reach “outsiders” with the good news about Jesus the King.   
 
 
What kinds of things might make a person feel like an “outsider”? 
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Capture our Attention- 
a. When have you felt like an outsider?  Tell story. 

 
 

 
 

b. Share your Take-A-Way from Josh’s sermon last Sunday.  What 
insight did God use to capture your attention?  How are you 
trying to put that insight into practice in your daily life? 

 


