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UNLIKELY FIGURES                                    Week #2 
Hope In the Brokenness!                Matthew 1:1, 5, Joshua 2:8-13 
 

Matthew 1:1, 5      1 “This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the 
Messiah … 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz (who’s mother was 
Rahab).  Boaz was the father of Obed (who’s mother was Ruth), 
Obed was the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the Father of King 
David.” 

Joshua 2:8-13  8 “Before the spies went to sleep that night Rahab 
went up on the roof to talk with them.  9 ‘I know the LORD has 
given you this land,’ she told them.  ‘We are all afraid of you.  
Everyone in the land is living in terror. 10 For we have heard how 
the LORD made a dry path for you through the Red Sea when 
you left Egypt.  And we know what you did to Sihon and Og, the 
two Amorite kings east of the Jordan River, whose people you 
completely destroyed.  11 No wonder our hearts have melted in 
fear! Now one has the courage to fight after hearing such 
things.   For the LORD your God is the supreme God of the 
heavens above and the earth below.  12 Now swear to me by the 
LORD that you will be kind to me and my family since I have 
helped you.  Give me some guarantee that  13 when Jericho is 
conquered, you will let me live, along with my father and 
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all their families.”  (NLT) 
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Bringing truth to LIFE-                         Wisdom for your life this week. 
 

    When God does something spectacular, He doesn’t use the most 
popular people.  Nor does He work only with people who have it all 
together.  He brings His blessings to and through unlikely figures who 
have the marks of brokenness.   
 
    In this last section of the lesson we will put some appropriate action 
to the truths God revealed to us in this passage of scripture. 
 

a. What parts of your life make you doubt that God would use 
you in His mission?    

 
 

What evidence do you see in the Bible that God’s mercy can 
look past your brokenness?  How does God use Rahab for His 
mission? 
 

 
   

b. In what area of your life are you resisting God’s mission and 
mercy?  Talk together about how you will choose to 
surrender. 

 
 
A life of Surrender to God is built on a foundation of trust in 
God’s character, power and promises.  What do you believe 
about God with, all your heart, that prompts you to trust 
Him? 

 
 

c. Who is experiencing brokenness around you and could use a 
ray of hope?  What will you do to invite them to trust Jesus? 

 
Pray for Each Other “Lord, thank you for meeting me in my 
brokenness with the assurance that you have mercy for even me.” 

LIFE Group Sermon Study 
Week of 12/9/18    
 

Helping People Find Their Way Back To God 

Big Idea:  Even in moments preceding and surrounding Jesus’ arrival, we see 
glimpses of the grace and power of God at work through the unlikeliest of 
characters.  Here we see that God meets us in the darkness.  He heals us in our 
brokenness.  He welcomes us out of the shadows.  He replaces our obscurity with 
purpose and He sends us into the world with a message of joy.    
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Enlighten our Mind-  Study the Word of God.         
1. What word, phrase or sentence in the scripture text most captures your 

attention? 
  
 
 
Why do you think God drew your attention to this section of the 
scripture? 
 
 
 

 
2. What do you learn about God and broken people from the women 

mentioned in Matthew 1:5? 
 

 
 
 
Why do you think God wanted Matthew to include these women in the 
record of Jesus’ Ancestors (1:3, 5, 6, 16)? 
 
 
 
 
Express what this teaches you about how God views the broken places 
in your life?      
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3. Who is this woman Rahab?  What do the following verses say? 
- Joshua 2:1 

- Joshua 2:11 

- Hebrews 11:31 

- James 2:25-26 

 
 

 
4. Even the people of Jericho had heard about all that God was doing 

for the people of Israel.  What had Rahab determined about God 
and the Israelites from the reports they had heard?    

Joshua 2:9 
 
 Joshua 2:10-11 

 
 Joshua 2:12-13 

 
What surprises you about this prostitute’s confidence in God’s 
power and mercy?  
 
  
! 

 
5. How do submission and trust show up in Rahab’s response to the 

God of Israel? (Joshua 2:17-21). 
    

 
 
 

Are these two behaviors easy for you?  What makes submission and 
trust so hard for us? 
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Capture our Attention- 
a. What is your favorite Christmas season movie?  Tell the 

segment of the film that reflects brokenness. 
 

 
 

b. Share your Take-A-Way from Kolby’s Sunday’s sermon.  What 
insight did God use to capture your attention?  How are you 
trying to put that insight into practice in your daily life? 

 


