Sermon Series:

The Genius of Jesus

Lesson #11. The Log In Your Eye.

Week of March 19 - March 25
Focus passage: Matthew 7:1-6
Lesson Overview- In a culture where a
majority of people believe that Christians
are judgmental, critical, and self-righteous,
Jesus calls his followers to a lifestyle of unconditional mercy and kindness toward our neighbors and
strangers that is rooted in God's unconditional mercy toward us in Christ.

1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other any way that you practiced
new habits in your prayer life over the past week. Share any answers God provided this week.
Warm-Up. Shape Up! Take a paper napkin and tear it into the shape of something that represents what
you most appreciate about your group! Explain your shape and your reason for that choice.

The Kingdom life, where Jesus the King reigns, ought to be a supportive community where people are helping
each other find their way back to the God who created them and loves them. At its best the Church is a place
where relationships with God are being restored and unbelievers are being drawn to God. Unfortunately, it can
also be a place where people feel condemned, manipulated and uncared for! Jesus confronts some of the worst
traits in us and invites us to live with new Kingdom customs.
2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)

Matthew 7:1-6

Share something from the message by Jed from last Sunday that impacted you. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section and note any insights or questions that come to your mind. Circle every word that
refers to kindness or consideration.
Matthew 7:1-6
7:1 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 2 For you will be treated as you treat others.
The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.
3 And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? 4 How can you think of saying
to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye?
5 Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye;
then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.
6 Don’t waste what is holy on people who are unholy.
Don’t throw your pearls to pigs! They will trample the pearls, then turn and attack you.”
A. Look carefully at 7:1-2. What dangerous habit does verse 2 help clarify and correct? Where do you see that
bad habit creeping into how the church views people?

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. According to Jesus, what makes us unfit to be
discerning judges of others (vv. 3-4)? How does this
relate to Jesus teaching in Matthew 5:7?

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Life in the Kingdom is infused with Grace. We
receive forgiveness because of God’s grace. God
placed the judgement that we deserved on the
shoulders of Jesus. Why then is the Church often a
place of conflict and self-righteous criticism?

Do you think Jesus forbids any and all judgments
in these verses? Explain your answer?

Describe what it might be like to be part of a
community of Christians where mercy triumphs
over judgment?

B. In verse 5, what is the best order of correction
between friends?

A. Did you grow up in a highly critical home or
church? How has God’s mercy and grace
healed those scars?

What have you seen happen when you use the
correct order in the process of helping a friend?
C. Read James 2:1-3. How do judgment and mercy
relate to each other? Why is this so hard in human
relationships in Church?

B. How has the Holy Spirit helped you control
your critical spirit toward others?

D. What kind of judgment is Jesus commanding in verse
6? How does verse 6 relate with the previous verses?

Talk to God
Talk to God about a relationship in your life that
has been damaged by critical judgment. Ask for
forgiveness for your part in the conflict. Ask God
for His help in reconciling the friendship.

E. As you are spreading the gospel of grace and living as
a child of the King, why might some people not be
receptive to your witness (see John 15:18-21)? How
should you respond to their resistance?

Into our world. This week, I will live a life of
grace by …
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you prepare to live the Kingdom lifestyle in your neighborhood,
workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the WeekM- John 8:1-11; T- Micah 6:1-8;

W- James 2:1-13;

Th- Matthew 23:1-33;

F- Romans 14:1-22

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

