Sermon Series:

The Genius of Jesus
Lesson #14 Building with the End in Mind

Week of April 9-15
Focus passage: Matthew 7:24-29
Lesson Overview- When all is said and done,
Jesus asks, “What will you do with me?” There is
no more important question for us to answer
because there is no greater King to live for. Jesus is the only one who will never fail us. And when we build our
lives on Him by faith, we will stand strong against even the fiercest of life’s storms.
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other where you practiced the
Golden Rule this week.
Warm-Up. Approaching Storms. Gather into two groups. Have each group list as many types of
dangerous weather storms as they can in 60 seconds. See which group has the largest list.

Jesus ends His sermon on the mount teaching that the issue of eternal life and death on the day of judgment will
be determined by our moral response to Christ and His teaching. The most momentous decision a person will
ever make – more than the choice of a career or a life-partner – is the choice about life itself. How will I react to
the claims and invitation of Jesus!?
2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Matthew 7:24-29
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section and note any insights or questions that come to your mind. Circle every word that
refers to the act or nature of prayer whether honorable or dishonorable.
Matthew 7:24-29
7:24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise,
like a person who builds a house on solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in torrents
and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house,
it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock.
26 But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish,
like a person who builds a house on sand. 27 When the rains and floods come
and the winds beat against that house,
it will collapse with a might crash.
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching,
29 for he taught with real authority – quite unlike their teachers of religious law.’”
(NLT)

John 13:17
13:17

“Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.”
(NLT)

2. Study the Word (continued)
A. How are the two houses described in Matthew 7:2427? What makes the difference to the stability or
instability of the house?

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Jesus comes to the end of His sermon on the
mount with a defining promise. Jesus described
the high value of the words He had just preached
and called Kingdom citizens to apply them.
A.

Why is it so hard to “follow” Jesus’ teaching?

B. Difficult storms came to both builders as they come
to us. How does a lifestyle of obedience to Jesus help a
person stay stable through the storms?

C. Read Matthew 7:28-29. As you examine the response
of the crowd who listened to Jesus’ sermon, what kind of
“builders” were the listeners that day? Explain your
response.
When have you enjoyed a sermon but failed to put it
into practice?
D. What do these scriptures say about the benefits of a
life of obedience.
- Joshua 1:7-8
- Matthew 12:50
- John 13:17
- John 14:23
- James 1:22-25

Think of a command that you have learned to
obey. How has it helped you handle a storm?

What is the current storm you are facing?
What truth from the sermon on the mount, if
applied, will help you in this storm?

B. Think of one teaching from the sermon on the
mount that has challenged you most? How
can you begin putting it into practice?
C. If during a discussion about different religions
a friend says, “Well, at least we’re all headed
for the same place,” how would you reply?
Just Talk to God
Praise God for the Genius of Jesus’ teaching.
Thank Him for the startling truths that Jesus has
brought to your attention. Make a commitment to
obey one truth that stands out to you.
Into our world. This week, I will help show God’s
love to someone who is facing a fierce storm.
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you prepare to live the Kingdom lifestyle in your neighborhood,
workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the WeekM- 1 John 1;
T- 1 John 2;

W- 1 John 3;

Th- 1 John 4;

F- 1 John 5

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

