Sermon Series:

The Genius of Jesus
Lesson #13 Walking Wisely

Week of April 2-8
Focus passage: Matthew 7:13-23
Lesson Overview- In an age where the mantra
is "live and let live", Jesus penetrates to the core
of our being with a single question, "Where is
your life going?" While we can pursue anything we want...success, romance, financial security, or
happiness...will the path we're walking actually provide what we're looking for? Jesus challenges us to choose
well!
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other where you practiced the
Golden Rule this week.
Warm-Up. Stories from Skeptics. We have all don it… ignored a warning sign that we thought was in
error (travel, stock market, marriage, work, assembly of something, construction, technology, etc.). Tell of a time
you were skeptical of a legitimate and beneficial warning, and what happened.
Oswald Chambers says, “Always distinguish between ‘warning’ and ‘threatening’. God never threatens; the Devil
never warns.” Here Jesus is unveiling an important warning about the course of life. We have a choice. His desire
is not to threaten us, but to reveal the beautiful alternative to an all-too-common choice. Citizens of the King,
listen closely!
2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Matthew 7:13-23
Share something that impacted you from the message by Rich last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section and note any insights or questions that come to your mind. Circle every word that
refers to choices we have the power and responsibility to make.
Matthew 7:13-23
7:24 “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad and its gate is wide for the
many who choose that way. 14 But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.
15 Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really visions wolves. 16 You can identify them
by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree
produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t
produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes,
just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 21 Not everyone who calls out to me
=, “Lord! Lord” will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in Heaven will enter.
22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and
performed many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s
laws.’”.’”
(NLT)
John 14:6
14:6

“Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me..”
(NLT)

2. Study the Word (continued)
A. How are the two gates described in Matthew 7:1314? What exclusive statement does Jesus make?

Why do you believe so few people choose this path?

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Jesus nears the end of His sermon on the mount
with a call for a very clear decision. Jesus did not
shy away from exclusive statements. Citizens of
the Kingdom are invited to choose wisely.
A.

Why are broad gates and false prophets so
appealing to people today?

B. Jesus says the gate wide and road to hell is broad. In
what sense is that true?

What is hardest to you about the “narrow
way’?

C. Read John 14:6. Again, Jesus makes an exclusive
statement about how to get to the Father. What does He
say here?

B. How can we avoid “witch-hunts” as we watch
out for “false prophets”? How does this
passage merge with “do not judge” in Mt. 7:16?

Why do many people dislike the notion that Jesus is
only one true way heaven?
D. How are the “false prophets” described in Mt. 7:15? If
they are disguised, how can we recognize their true
identity (7:16-20)?
Describe the “bad fruit” of “false prophets/teachers”
seen in the following verses.
- Galatians 5:19-21
- 1 Timothy 6:3-5
- Philippians 3:17-19
- 2 Timothy 3:2-5

C. If during a discussion about different religions
a friend says, “Well, at least we’re all headed
for the same place,” how would you reply?
Just Talk to God
Make a list of five people, who are currently on the
“highway to hell”, that you would like to see follow
Jesus. Pray for them by name right now.
Into our world. This week you can be a
“doorman” pointing someone to the door to life
by …
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you prepare to live the Kingdom lifestyle in your neighborhood,
workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the WeekM- Galatians 2;
T- Galatians 3:15- 4:7;

W- John 6:22-71;

Th- John 14;

F- John 15
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