Sermon Series:

The Genius of Jesus

Lesson #12. One Rule You Can’t Obey.

Week of March 26 – April 1
Focus passage: Matthew 7:12

Lesson Overview- Jesus summarized the
entire law of God in a single statement that, if
obeyed, would change the world. However,
we don’t “Do to others whatever we would like them to do to us” all of the time, do we!? Imagine what
would happen if a people, motivated by the gospel, became agents of grace in their neighborhoods,
workplaces, and city. It might look the Kingdom of Heaven is on earth!
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other a prayer that you have been
praying frequently this week.
Warm-Up. Slogans that summarize! In 45 seconds, list as many advertising slogans, current or past, that
your group can recall. Which of those slogans seem most unrealistic?

Jesus, in one verse summarizes the “big idea” of all that God had expressed in the Old Testament law! Many
other religious systems have similar summary statements that restrain harmful behavior. Jesus boldly proclaims
a Kingdom attitude that reflects the way His followers can honor both God and others with a theme of GRACE!
2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Matthew 7:12
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section and note any insights or questions that come to your mind. Circle what you believe are
the seven most important words (they can be separate or together) you find in these texts.
Matthew 7:12
7:12 “Do

to others whatever you would like them to do to you.
This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets.”
Mark 12:29-31

“Jesus replied, ‘The most important commandment is this:
‘Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only LORD.
30 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart,
all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’
31 The second is equally important:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
No other commandment is greater than these.”

12:29

A.

Jewish teachers said, “What is hateful to you, do not do to anyone else.” Confucius told his followers, “Do not to
others what you would not wish done to you.” How does the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12) go beyond this
command?

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. Jesus places the golden rule immediately following
His teaching on correction and judgment. How does this
teaching guide a follower of Jesus in their application of
Matthew 7:1-6?

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
It is one thing to know the slogan. It is another
thing all-together to let the slogan impact the way
we live our daily life. Jesus places the ball in our
court to put the golden rule into practice.
A.

C. Jesus said that this simple rule (v. 12) is the essence
of all the Old Testament law and prophets. Discuss how
you find the golden rule in the following O.T. passages.
-

Exodus 20:12-17
Exodus 22:5
Exodus 23:4-5
Deut. 23:24-25
Micah 6:8

What is one thing that you wish people would
be more consistent in doing for you?

What seems to nudge you to not treat them
the way you want to be treated?

B. It starts with you. What would it take to shift
your initiative to put the golden rule into
practice at home? At work? With neighbors?
At sports events?

D. Read Mark 12:29-31. How does this command of
Love provide a foundation for the golden rule?

What improper attitudes hinder our willingness to
live out the golden rule?

Just Talk to God
Ask God for forgiveness for the bitterness and fear
that keep you from living the golden rule. Ask God
for His help in being proactive in applying the
golden rule in a specific situation this week.

E. Describe some ways this teaching would effect our
city if we lived this rule of grace everyday?

Into our world. This week, I really need to apply
the golden rule way of living at …
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you prepare to live the Kingdom lifestyle in your neighborhood,
workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the WeekM- Romans 13:8-14; T- Deuteronomy 6;

W- Mark 12:28-34;

Th- 1 Corinthians 13;

F- Proverbs 21

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

