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Preparing for A New Year                          
Reaffirm our Mission!                  Matthew 28:16-20;  Acts 2:42-47 
 

Matthew 28:16-20.  16 “Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, 
going to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go 17 When 
they saw Him, they worshiped Him- but some doubted. 18Jesus 
came and told His disciples, ‘I have been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth.  19Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and Holy Spirit. 20Teaching these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you.  And be sure of this: I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”   

 
Acts 2:42-27.  42All believer devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (i9ncluding 
the Lord’s Supper) and to prayer. 43A deep sense of awe came 
over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous 
signs and wonders. 44And all the believers met together in one 
place and shared everything together in one place and shared 
everything they had.  45They sold their property and possessions 
and shared the money with those in need. 46They worshiped 
together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity – 
47all the wile praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the 
people.  And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those 
who were being saved.” (NLT)   
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Bringing truth to LIFE-                         Wisdom for your life this week. 
 

    It has been almost two thousand years since Jesus died on the cross, 
rose from the dead, and then ascended to heaven.  But he still wants 
the same mission to be accomplished in our time.  As he sent the 
eleven out with a clear mission, He is sending us out with the same 
mission. 
 
    In this last section of the lesson we will put some appropriate action 
to the truths God revealed to us in this passage of scripture. 
 

a. How well are you actively living out the identity of a disciple 
of Jesus from Matthew 4:19?   

- “Follow” :  Trusting and following Jesus 
- “Showing/making you”:  Becoming like Jesus 
- “Fish for people”:  helping others follow Jesus 

 
 
   

b. What is our church’s reputation in our city?  
 
 
What can we do as individuals and as a group to become a 
church more like the one described in Acts 2:42-47? 

 
 

c. Identify one of the Acts 2 behaviors that you will grow more 
effective in over the next year. 

 
 
 
 
Pray for Each Other “Lord, thank you for calling me to be a 
disciple.  Thank you for showing me how to make disciples.  Help us 
to behave in a way that is devoted, generous, united, and contagious 
so You can add to our Church more disciples who are being saved.” 

LIFE Group Sermon Study 
Week of 12/30/18    
 

Helping People Find Their Way Back To God 

Big Idea:  Here we are again. Are we really at the point of preparing to close out 
another fast-paced year of activities, memories, celebrations, losses, and 
ministry?  This is a great time to assess if we are on the path that God has 
prepared for us.  We take this final week of the year to re-orient ourselves around 
how we are participating in the most important work on earth.   
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Enlighten our Mind-  Study the Word of God.         
1. Read the full Matthew 28:16-20 passage.  What word, phrase or 

sentence in the scripture text most captures your attention? 
  
 
 
Why do you think God drew your attention to this section of the 
scripture? 
 
 
 

 
2. Read through the Acts 2:42-47 description of the early believers as they 

started to do the Christian life together.  What description of the early 
Christians is most attractive to you?  

 
 
 
 
What do you learn about the God from this passage? 
 
 
 
 
What do you learn about the Church from this passage? 
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3. What is the one thing Jesus wants His followers to do (v. 18)?   
 
 
How did Jesus describe that you make disciples (v. 18)? 
 “Go” 
 “baptize” 
 “teach obedience” 
 
Read Mathew 4:18-20 to see what Jesus expected of a “disciple”.  
How does the title “disciple” describe your Christian life? 
  
 

 
4. What does the word “devoted” indicate about the Christians in 

Jerusalem.  (2:42)    
 

 
 
What words would you use to describe the way the early Christians 
demonstrated their devotion (see verses 43-46)?  
 
 
 
Describe similar demonstrations of devotion in your church. 
  

 
5. What was happening regularly in the Jerusalem Church (v. 47)?   

 
 
 
Is it appropriate to think that Christians today could experience God 
doing the same things every day in our city?  Why or why not? 
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Capture our Attention- 
a. Best of 2018!  Make a list of the top 5 events in your family/life 

through 2018.  Share your list with the group. 
 
 

 
b. Share your Take-A-Way from Matt’s sermon last Sunday.  What 

insight did God use to capture your attention?  How are you 
trying to put that insight into practice in your daily life? 

 


