Easter Sermon Series
Lesson #3. Love Can Break Walls.

Week of April 30 – May 6
Focus passage: Acts 10:1 – 11:18
Lesson Overview- Racial division is just one
of the many outcomes of the enemy’s work in our
communities. What can break down the walls
of fear and bitterness? Love Can!
What can enable us to honor, dialogue and
connect with one another? Love Can!

1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other a highlight from your Easter
weekend activities.
Warm-Up. Are you a “fence-person” or a “no-Fence-person”? You have heard the folk-wisdom that says,
“Fences make good neighbors”. Do you agree or disagree with that statement?

Despite the cultural rift between them and the national boundary that separated Samaritans and Jews, and
the social walls between men and women, Jesus struck up a conversation with a Samaritan woman. He
intentionally crossed the social and cultural fences to bring her the good news. The result was salvation for her
and many of her community members. What can tear down walls of division and mistrust? Love Can!
2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Acts 11:1-18
Share something that impacted you from the message by Josh last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading underline a barrier or wall that is crossed by Love for God and others.
Acts 11:1-18
11:1 “Soon the news reached the apostles and other believers in Judea that the Gentiles had received the word of God. 2 But
when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, the Jewish believers criticized him. 3 “you entered the home of Gentiles and even ate
with them!” they said. 4 Then Peter told them exactly what had happened. 5 “I was in the town of Joppa,” he said, “and
while I was praying I went into a trance and saw a vision. Something like a large sheet was let down by its four corners
from the sky. And it came right down to me. 6 When I looked inside the sheet, I saw all sorts of tame and wild animals,
reptiles and birds. 7 And I heard a voice say, “Get up Peter; kill and eat them.’ 8 ‘No Lord, I replied, ‘I have never eaten
anything that our Jewish laws have declared impure or unclean.’ 9 But the voice from heaven spoke again: ‘Do not call
something unclean if God has made it clean.’ 10 This happened three times before the sheet and all it contained was pulled
11 Just then three men who had been sent from Caesarea arrived at the house where we were
back up to heaven.
staying. 12 The Holy Spirit told me to go with them and not to worry that they were Gentiles. These six brothers here
accompanied me, and we soon entered the home of the man who had sent for us. 13 He told us how an angel had appeared
to him in his home and had told him, ‘Send messengers to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. 14 He will tell
you how you and everyone in your household can be saved!’ 15 As I began to speak,’ Peter continued, ‘the Holy Spirit fell on
the, just as he fell on us at the beginning. 16 Then I thought of the Lord’s words when he said, ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy spirit.’ 17 And since God gave these Gentiles the same gift he gave us when we
18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting
believed the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to sand in God’s way?”
and began praising God… They said, ‘We can see that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins
and receiving eternal life.“

2. Study the Word (continued)
A. Describe the people who are involved in this series
of events. What walls exist between them?
- Jews (v.1)
- Gentiles (v.1, 2, 12, )
- Peter (v.2)
- Jewish Believers (v.2)
- ”the man in Caesarea” (Cornelius) (v.12-14)
What discomfort do you experience when around
people different than you?

C. Often our human instincts are out of sync with God’s
heart. What do you learn about the heart of God toward
people far from him?
-

“God has made it clean” (v.9)

-

“Holy Spirit told me to go” (v.12)

-

“everyone… can be saved”. (14)

-

“privilege of repenting” (v.18)

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
What can break down the walls between races,
neighbors, and classes so all people can taste the
goodness of Jesus? LOVE CAN!
A.

How have events, thoughts, and biases built
the walls that exist in our community?

On a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high) rate your
comfort level at breaking through those walls
to take the message of Jesus to people
different than you.
B. Confess any biases or prejudices that you need
to release. How can Love help you break
down those internal walls?

C. List one person that you will have to cross a
wall to build a relationship that points them to
Jesus! How can love motivate you to break
down the exterior walls to love that person?

E. Why do you think God gave the vision to Peter three
times (v.9-12)? (see Lev. 11:43-47) What walls did
Peter break down to help Cornelius receive salvation?

What walls exist between people in our community?

Just Talk to God
Ask God to fill you with His love for others.
Confess to Him your fears and ask for courage to
break walls of division in our city.
Into our world. Who will you share God’s love
with that breaks through a wall of separation?
One million acts of Love Challenge:
One act of love, every day, for 35 days!

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you break through walls to live the LOVE CAN life in your
neighborhood, workplace, school, and city. Take God’ s love across walls this week. Demonstrate your daily
acts of love toward people who are different than you. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.
Bible Reading for the WeekM- John 4:1-42;
T- Galatians 3:23-28;
Th- 1 Corinthians 9:19-27;

W- James 2:1-13;
F- Revelation 5:1-14

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

