First Christian Church Easter Series
Lesson #2. Love Can Unbind Us.

Week of April 23 - 29
Focus passage: Luke 15:11-32

Lesson Overview- Sin is a sly oppressor.
It entices us with hope and flattery,
then like a trap, sin captures us and refuses to free us.
Whether we are bound up with rebellious selfishness
or with arrogant religious pride,
God’s Love Can free us with His amazing grace!

1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other a highlight from your
“million acts of love” activities.
Warm-Up. Tell a story of something important you found after it had been lost for a long time. How did
it feel to find it? What did you do to celebrate?

Some things get lost because they were misplaced. Animals and people can get lost when they wander
away. But, sometimes we become lost on purpose- we run to hide, but become trapped. We do this with God,
often leaving home to pursue the false promises of a life away from our Father in heaven. When we have rebelled,
can we return home? What can rescue us from the depths of our sinful habits? The Father’s Love Can!

2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Luke 15:11-32
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading, note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading underline the perceptions the sons have of the heart of their father.
Luke 15:17-24, 28-32

“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself,
‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father
and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please
take me on as a hired servant.” 20 So he returned home to his father.
And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son,
embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no
longer worthy of being called your son.” 22 But his father said to the servants, “Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house
and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must
celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has no returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.”
28 The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him,
So the party began….
29 But he replied, “All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all
that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back
after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!” 31 His father said to him, “look,
dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your
bother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!”
11:17

2. Study the Word (continued)
A. Have someone retell the story, help them get the
highlights.

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
What can inspire in us the strength to return back
home to God- LOVE CAN!

Verse 17 notes that a key transition in the young man’s
story is a moment when “he finally came to his senses.”
Describe what that phrase means and what the before
and after of that moment looked like.

A.

Why do we need these “come-to-our-senses” moments?

B. How does the younger son’s story reveal how God
moves us from rebellion to reconciliation? (15:17-24)
- Describe the Rebellion.
-

Describe the Reconciliation.

-

What word best describes the father’s thoughts
toward the younger son?

C. How does the older son’s story reflect God’s longing
to move us from obligation to relationship? (15:25-32)
- Describe the older son’s “at home” lost-ness.

Are you more able to relate to the “rebellious”
son or the “religious” son? Describe how.

B. When have you needed to “come to your
senses” about returning home in your own
relationship with God?

How has the realization of God’s amazing love
freed you from chains of rebellion or religion?

C. Enjoy the celebration! What causes you to
doubt the Father’s delight to celebrate you?

D. What important next step will break the
chains of rebellion or religion so you can move
back home to a relationship with God?

-

Describe the Father’s desire for relationship.

-

What blocks the oldest son’s relationship with his
father?

Just Talk to God
Write a “LOVE CAN” prayer to the Father here...

D. What was the party demonstrating to the household
and neighbors? (15:25-27, 31-32) Why did the party
communicate something different to the older son?

Into our world. Celebrate with someone else,
their journey to come back home to God?
Make sure to practice at least one act of love each
day as part of our million acts of love.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you prepare to practice the lessons of “LOVE CAN” in your
neighborhood, workplace, school, and city. Pray for each other as you do one act of love each day. List prayer
requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the Week April 24-28 M- Mark 5:1-20; T- Psalm 34; W- Psalm 107:1-16;

Th- Psalm 107:17-43;

F- Ephesians 5:1-21

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

