Easter Sermon Series
Lesson #1. Love Can Cross Boarders.

Week of April 16 - 22
Focus passage: Ephesians 2:4-10

Lesson Overview- God’s love crossed the boarder
between death and life to save us!
He crossed the border between
Heaven and hell so we could know
His great love for us. He did all of this so we could
cross the boarder into His Kingdom!

1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. Share with each other a highlight from your Easter
weekend activities.
Warm-Up. Some boarders are fairly easy to cross, and pose little hindrance. Would motivate a person to
experience extreme difficulties in an effort to cross a border? List your answers here.

The story of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection on the third day is absolutely shocking! What is most
shocking is WHY? Why did He do it? Like an ice-breaker, Jesus made a way where there was no way through.
Jesus wanted to remove every barrier that would keep us from finding life in him. That is amazing love! The
question remains: what will motivate us to cross the boarders in our life to follow Him? Love Can!
2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Ephesians 2:4-10
Share something that impacted you from the message by pastor Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading, circle every use of “us” or “we” in this passage. Which “us/we” are you most thankful for?
Ephesians 2:4-10

“But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much,
that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (it is only by
God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the
incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus.
8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a
reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”
2:4

5

A.

Have someone read the verses just before our text, Ephesians 2:1-3. Describe some of the “before and after”
elements that Paul declares?
Before (Eph. 2:1-3)
After (Eph. 2:4-10)

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. What does Paul mean when he says “he raised Christ
from the dead”? In what way did we receive life from
that event? (Eph. 2:5)

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
What can cross boundaries and boarders to help
dead and dying people come to life- LOVE CAN!
A.

In what areas of your life have you felt God’s
displeasure because of sin?

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to you?
In what areas of your life have you felt God’s
pleasure expressed in His love and kindness?
C. Ephesians 2:5 & 8 repeats a phrase, “saved by grace”.
What does that phrase mean? Why would Paul repeat
it?
-

Define Grace

-

What boundary did God have to cross to give us
His grace?

B. In what ways have you experienced the
“death” caused by sinful acts or behavior?

C. Write a description of how Jesus’ love crossed
boundaries to love, save, and give you life!
-

How is a “gift” (2:8) different that a “reward”
(2:9)?

E. Recount the benefits we received because God’s love
crossed the boarder of death? (2:5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10) How
do these benefits change the way you are living?

Just Talk to God
Thank God for the areas in your life where you are
experiencing new life because of His life.
Into our world. How will you live new life this
week? Who will you share God’s love with?
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you prepare to live the LOVE CAN life in your neighborhood,
workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the WeekM- John 20:1-30; T- Titus 3:1-15;

W- Romans 6:1-23;

Th- 1 Peter 1:3-25;

F- Isaiah 11 & 12

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

