VISION SUNDAY – Life Group Study

Week of 11/19/17

Big Idea: For the last ten weeks, we have been looking at
the mission of First Christian Church and we’ve been
imagining all that God can do through hope-filled worship
gatherings and grace-filled community! Our dream is to
become great neighbors who embrace everyday
opportunities to serve sacrificially and give extravagantly!
And our prayer is that God raises up a movement of worldchangers committed to helping people find their way back to
God one person at a time!

Celebration: Jesus Lives Through Us
Waiting On Purpose

Acts 1:1 – 2:4; Philippians 2:2

Capture our Attentiona. How to you occupy yourself when you are waiting for a highly anticipated day to arrive?

b. Share your Take-A-Way from last Sunday’s sermon and service. What insight or truth from the
message did God allow to capture your attention? What are you doing to live out the implications
of that truth?

Enlighten our MindStudy the Vision of Jesus for His Discipes in Acts 1:1 – 2:4 & Philippians 2:2
1. At the beginning of the book of Acts (a powerful book of action – thus it’s name), Jesus’ followers spent
several days waiting for the promised Holy Spirit to arrive! At first glance, it might seem strange that
Jesus asked them to wait for so long when he could have instantly sent the Holy Spirit. What might God
be wanting to accomplish in this 10 days of waiting?

a. What had Jesus been doing with the apostles after His resurrection (1:1-3)?

b. What key question was on the mind of the apostles (1:6)?

2.

What are the two instructions of Jesus’ command in 1:4-5? Why are these instructions important?

3.

Record what you understand about the Holy Spirit from the words that Jesus uses.
a. “the gift” (v. 4)
b. “promised” (v. 4)?
c. “baptized” (v. 5)?
d. “power” (v. 8)
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VISION : Waiting On Purpose

Acts 1:1 – 2:4; & Philippians 2:2

4. What is the meaning of the message from the angels in verses 1:9-11)? How was this not the type
of waiting Jesus would have wanted?

What is the difference in “waiting on nothing” and “waiting on purpose”? Are you in a season of
waiting? How are you waiting “on purpose”?

5. Discuss together how you can help FCC “wait on purpose” for what God wants to do through us
as you consider the intentional activity the apostles did as they prepared for God to use them.
a. “United in prayer” (1:14)
b. study the “Scriptures” (1:16)
c. “choose” qualified leaders (1:15-26)
d. state new purpose to “witness of Jesus’ resurrection” (1:22)
6. Read Philippians 2:2. What will we need to resist as we become united in One Purpose to reach
ONE for Jesus?

Waiting with Purpose-

Preparing to reach my ONE.

a.

It must have been wonderful to have walked and talked with Jesus. But Jesus said the Holy Spirit was
going to be the key factor in this new movement to reach the world. How can you become more
familiar with the powerful resource that the Holy Spirit is for your witness?

b.

Jesus described your arenas for witness as Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth?
Describe your current arenas of witness and list two people in each area that you would like to show
God’s love to.
1) “Jerusalem” (people near you and similar to you)
2) “Judea” (people not-so-near you and similar to you)
3) “Samaria” (people near you who are different than you)
4) “Ends of the earth” (people far from you who are different than you)

c.

Think of your ONE… The person that you are praying for and intentionally spending time with to
deepen your relationship. You want them to follow Jesus, too. What questions are they asking?
What is the next step that you should be asking them to take?

d.

Express your dream vision of what FCC would become as it uses the power of the Holy Spirit to “help
people find their way back to God”.

e.

What is God wanting to do in you as you wait for that vision to become our reality?

Pray an “Imagine” prayer for your group, neighborhood and city to find their way back to God.
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