HUMAN –

Life Group Sermon Study

Week 2, Week of 10/22/17

Big Idea: Jesus came into our world to show us what God is
really like and how we can be in relationship with Him. Now,
Jesus calls us to reflect Him in the ways we live, love and give
of our lives for the causes close to God’s heart. In this series,
we will discover, through Jesus’ life, what it means to be truly
human and how, by the power of His Spirit at work in us, we
can live like Him.

Why Reputations Matter
Blessing Others Like Jesus would

John 5:1-18; & I Peter 2:12

Capture our Attentiona. What goes into a person gaining a certain reputation? Who comes to your mind when you think of a
person whose life displays the following reputation. . .
A generous person
A merciful person
A driven person
A cautious person
A courageous person

b. Share your Take-A-Way from last Sunday’s sermon. What insight or truth from the message captured
your attention? What are you doing to live out the implications of that truth?

Enlighten our MindStudy the reputation of Jesus in John 5:1-18
1.
Read John 5:1-18 together. Describe the visual impact of the scene around the pool of Bethesda?
Verses 1-3 (The meaning of Bethesda is “house of pity”)

What place(s) in your community might have a similar patronage?

2.

What do you learn about Jesus in verses 5-15. How do the following phrases shape the reputation of
Jesus?
“When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been ill for a long time” (v. 6) “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!” (v. 8) “Now you are well; so stop sinning or something worse may happen to you” (v.14)-

3.

What was Jesus’ reputation according to the religious leaders in John 5:16-18? How could Jesus’
good life of grace and mercy create a negative reputation with the leaders?

How do you handle it when others criticize your acts of mercy?
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4.

John 5:1-18; 1 Peter 3:15

Jesus defends His act of mercy on the Sabbath, by saying that He was imitating His Father (v. 17). What
does it mean to you that God (and Jesus) doesn’t take a day-off from doing His work?

How can we gain a reputation of always following the Father’s example?

5.

Peter encourages believers to build a reputation like Jesus. Read 1 Peter 2:12 (written out here)
and circle the most important words.
“Be careful to live properly among your neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong,
they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when He judges the world? “
Who does Peter indicate is watching how we live our lives?
What accusation may Christians be subject to having thrown at them? Why?
What kind of reputation should believers build?
Why do you think the unbelievers’ attitude of believers’ behavior changes?

6.

What is your response to this quote from Hugh Halter, “What you say about yourself matters very
little, but what others say about you means the world.” What does Jesus mean when he prepares
His disciples to live like Him after He ascends to heaven (John 15:18-19)?

Building your reputation as disciples of Jesusa.

Incarnation leads to a great reputation of grace
Jesus in His humanity, was subject to the way groups of people responded to His actions. Sinners and
tax collectors loved His reputation for mercy and sought to follow Him. Most religious leaders twisted
His reputation and tried to destroy Him. How have you, over the course of your life, responded to the
life and teaching of Jesus? Was there a period of time when you held an unfavorable view of Jesus?
What caused you to see Jesus as someone that you wanted to trust and follow?

b.

This might be painful, but spend this week listening to how others view your reputation. Do you have
a reputation of generous blessing and compassion like your Savior? What words do other use to
describe your behavior, attitude, work habits, and conversation?

c.

You can build a new reputation that looks like your Savior. Start with the Five Habits of Christ’s
followers. These habits can construct a Jesus-like reputation as your focus on blessing one person
each day.
How will you put into practice the five habits of a disciple’s life this week?
1. Bless one person each day by showing them God’s love,
2. Eat with three people each week,
3 & 4. Listen to and Learn from Jesus each week,
5. Share the insight you learn with three people each week.

d.

Where is your “Pool of Bethesda”? Incarnation means you have to enter some unpleasant places,
(Why? Because they won’t come to you!). Where is the place that the mercy/pity of Christ needs to
flow from you into others? Ask a friend to go with you to show God’s love to those in a prison,
hospital, homeless shelter, care center, or food pantry, etc.

Pray an “Imagine” prayer for your church to help your city to find their way back to God.
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