Book of Galatians Sermon Series
Lesson #5. Freed By Grace.

Week of June 11-17
Focus passage: Galatians 5:1-15
Lesson Overview- The Gospel saves us not
because of things we have done but because of our
faith in Jesus Christ. Grace frees us from the
obligation to become good enough through the
law. Grace also frees us to love like Jesus loves us.
How else can we love our neighbors deeply and
unconditionally?

1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. What has God been doing around you?
Warm-Up. Count how many people you had personal contact with today. How many of that total
number did you intentionally demonstrate God’s love toward in your interaction? Tell how?
Grace rescued us from the painful and overbearing obligation to attempt to please God with our effort to
keep all of the standards of the Law. In love God accepted the perfect life of Jesus as the fulfillment of your
imperfect attempt to obey perfectly. It is Amazing, isn’t it?! You are loved by God. He accepts your Faith (loyal
devotion) as enough to apply the perfect righteousness of Jesus to your less than righteous record. As His child
we now learn to love others in the same way that God loves us. Helping them find their way back to God.
People will believe Jesus as we love extravagantly! So, love unconditionally! Love broadly! Love Now!

2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Galatians 5:1-10, 13-15
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading underline the words that define the new identity of those saved by the Gospel of Grace.
Galatians 5:1-10. 13-15
5:1 “So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied up again in slavery to
the law. 2 Listen! I, Paul, tell you this: If you are counting on Circumcision to make you right with God, then
Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 I’ll say it again. If you are trying to find favor with God by being circumcised,
you must obey every regulation in the whole law of Moses. 4 For if you are trying to make yourselves right with
God by keeping the law, you have been cut off from Christ! You have fallen away from God’s grace.
5 But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to receive by faith the righteousness God has promised to us. 6 for
when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. What is
important is faith expressing itself in love. 7 You were running the race so well. Who has held you back from
following the truth? 8 It certainly isn’t God, for He is the one who called to you freedom. 9 This false teaching is
like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough! 10 I am trusting the Lord to keep you from
believing false teachings. God will judge that person whoever he is, who has been confusing you. …
13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy
your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. 14 For the whole law can be summed
up in this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 15 But if you are always biting and devouring one
another, watch out! Beware of destroying one another.”

A. What does verse 1 say Christ has done for us? What should be our appropriate response?

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. What are the expressions of people who embrace
grace? (see 5:2-10)

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Grace from God is greater than anything! Grace
changes so more than you imagined. Let Grace’s
love fully embrace you so you help others
Embrace Grace!!
E.

How do you notice in your life when you are “trying to
make yourself right with God by keeping the law” (v.4)?
How do you stop that erosion of Grace?

C. What ineffective methods of righteousness does Paul
describe?
v. 2 “Circumcision”

Confess the unlovely attitudes and behaviors
that you most struggle with. In what ways are
those habits like oppressive “slave masters’?

Describe your desire to live your life in the
freedom that God’s forgiving grace gives you
from these things?

v. 3 “Obey every regulation in the law”
F. What “false teachings” do you sometimes
believe? How do these keep your from loving
your neighbor?

v. 4 “Keeping the Law”
What outward behaviors might we trust in to please
God? How is faith (v. 6) “expressing itself in love”
different than just ritualistic behavior?

D. 5:13-15 Paul says that our new freedom releases a
higher capacity to love others.
How do some people utilize their freedom (v. 13, 15)?
Write the key truth in verse 14 here…

G. Who are some “one another”s that you need to
stop “always biting” (v. 15)? What will you do
this week to love that person with grace like
Jesus has loved you?

Just Talk to God
Express your needs to God as a loved child would.
Into our world. God help me live like your loved
child in my work, home, and recreation.
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other. List prayer requests and answers in the space below. Pray that each of
you will grow in your experience and expression of God’s amazing grace.

Bible Reading for the Week, June 12-16
M- Romans 3:9-20;
T- Romans 3:21-31;
W- Romans 5:1-11;
Th- Philippians 3:1-14;
F- 1 John 4:7-21

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

