Book of Galatians Sermon Series
Lesson #4. Defined By Grace.

Week of May 28 – June 3
Focus passage: Galatians 3:23 – 4:6
Lesson Overview- The Gospel saves us not
because of things we have done but because of our
faith in Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Grace continues
to shape the way we live by grace through faith.
Grace also announces our new identity as children
of God . Are you clear on your grace defined
identity?
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. What has God been doing around you?
Warm-Up. Divide into two groups. In 60 seconds have each group list as many elements of identifying
information on a Driver’s License as they can.
As a child grows through the years they develop a deeper and fuller understanding of their unique
temperament, abilities, heritage, talents, and experiences to form their identity. In a similar way, a person has a
developmental story of their growing spiritual identity. The Apostle Paul caps the first three chapters of this
letter with an explanation of our identity in Christ. You will find this “grace identity” is a beautiful and healing
truth.
Because of Jesus, our past does not define us, nor does our sin does label us; instead, Jesus renames us!

2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Galatians 3:23 – 4:7
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading underline the words that define the new identity of those saved by the Gospel of Grace.
Galatians 3:23–29 and 4:4-7
3:23 “Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us, we were placed under guard by the law. We were
kept in protective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith was revealed.
24 Let me put it another way. The law was our guardian until Christ came; it protected us until we could be
made right with God through faith. 25 And now that the way of faith has come, we no longer need the law as our
guardian.
26 For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 And all who have been united with Christ in
baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. 28 There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male
and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true children of
Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise to Abraham belongs to you.” …
4:4-6 4 But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 5 God sent him to
by freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children. 6 And because
we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, ‘Abba, Father’ 7
Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.”

A. What words in this passage describe our identity before we came to grace through our faith?

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. What is the role of the “law”? (see 3:23-25; 4:1-3)

How it that role of the “law” helpful for the appropriate
period of time? How does the demands and culture of
the “law” become harmful after we come to the age of
“faith” and no longer need the “guardian”?

C. Describe the amazing truths that Paul proclaims in
the following verses…
v. 26 “Children of God”

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Grace from God is greater than anything! Grace
changes more than you imagined. Fully embrace
all that the Gospel of Grace announces to you.
Embrace Grace!!
E.

Describe the impact of your baptism story in
light of the truths of Galatians 3:26-29?

If you have never been baptized (immersion)
consider if you are ready to make that decision
now. Visit with other group members about
your decision?

v. 27 “put on Christ”
F. Is it hard for you to identity yourself as a
“child” of God? How can you more fully
embrace that new identity?

v. 28 “one in Christ”
v. 29 “heirs”
What is the special moment when you became united
with Christ? Explain what 3:27 implies to you?

D. 4:4-7 is the Christmas story in Galatians! Christmas
Gifts! Discuss the beauty and value of each of these
transforming gifts God gives us in Jesus Christ.
v. 4-5 “slaves”
to
“freedom”.
v. 5

“slaves”

to

v. 6-7 “slaves”

to

“adopted child”
“Spirit in our hearts

G. In what ways do you talk to God as a slave
would talk to their master? You are a CHILD
OF GOD. From the depth of your heart, the
Holy Spirit is prompting you to cry out “Abba,
Father”. How will you pray differently?
Just Talk to God
Express your needs to God as a loved child would.
Into our world. God help me live like your loved
child in my work, home, and recreation.
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other. List prayer requests and answers in the space below. Pray that each of
you will grow in your experience and expression of God’s amazing grace.

Bible Reading for the Week, May 22-27
M- Romans 6:1-23;
T- Romans 8:1-17;
Th- John 16:1-16;
F- 1 Peter 2:1-12

W- 1 John 3:1-24;

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

