Book of Galatians Sermon Series
Lesson #3. Growing In Grace.

Week of May 21 – May 27
Focus passage: Galatians 3:1-25
Lesson Overview- The Gospel of Grace not only
saves us, but we also now grow by the gospel so
our lives become testimonies of the impact Christ
is having in us. Growth in grace is an intentional
process. If even Peter encountered challenges of
living out the reality of the Gospel of Grace, we
should not be surprised that we, too, will experience growth in Grace. How are you growing in grace?
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. What has God been doing around you?
Warm-Up. What do you own that is more than 20 years old? Tell why you keep it.
Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians about 20 years after the death burial and resurrection had occurred.
Some of the Galatians had heard the message preached by Peter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and brought it
back to their home town. Others had heard Paul and Barnabus preach the gospel during their missionary journey
(Acts 13-14)!”
Notice in this section that the Gospel is rooted in a message about a historical event. The essence of the
message is a proclamation of what has been done for us before it is a direction of what we must do. The gospel
message of God’s grace produces growing transformation of hearts, minds and lives!

2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Galatians 3:1-9
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading underline the questions that Paul asks in this passage.
Galatians 3:1-9
3:1 “Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ’s death was made
as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross.
2 “Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the Law of Moses? Of course
not! You received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish can you be?
After starting your new lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort?. 4
Have you experienced so much for nothing? Surely it was not in vain, was it?”
5 I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you because you obey the Law? Of
course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ. 6 In the same way, ‘Abraham believed
God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.’ 7 The real children of Abraham, then, are those who
put their faith in God. 8 What’s more, the Scriptures looked forward to this time when God would declare the
Gentiles to be righteous because of their faith. God proclaimed this good news to Abraham long ago when he said,
‘All nations will be blessed through you.’ 9 So all who put their faith in Christ share the same blessing Abraham
received because of his faith.”

A. What is Paul trying to point out with all of these questions in this passage? What does Paul want the Galatians to
carry on from their first response to the Gospel’s good news?

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. What does Paul mean (verse 1) that the “meaning of
Christ’s death was made clear”? Why is that so
important to how we live each day?

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Grace from God is greater than anything! Just as
Grace started your spiritual journey, grace fuels
every step of the way. Grow in Grace!!
E.

A good start is 50% of a good race. In other scriptures
Paul states his commitment to make sure that he always
starts with the heart of the gospel. See 1 Corinthians
1:23 & 2:2. What elements of the crucifixion of Jesus are
important to your daily decisions and schedule?

C. Paul states the Gospel of Jesus accomplishes things
that obeying the law could never achieve. Discuss what
happened when we placed our faith in Jesus …
v. 2 … receive the Holy Spirit
v. 3 … new life in the Spirit

Using the message of verses 1-5…How are you
growing stronger in the grace that saved you?

What causes you to slide back into trying to
maintain God’s favor by performing/acting
better?

F. What things can help you keep the picture of
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection clear in
your daily life?
Think of an ongoing sin you regularly commit.
How does remembering Calvary loosen the
control of that temptation on you?

v. 3 … become perfect
G. How can you do more with the influence of the
Holy Spirit in your life?

v. 4 … work miracles
What promise did Peter give regarding salvation and
the Holy Spirit? Read Acts 2:36-41. How does that
effect your on-going growth in grace?

D. What is the clear point of verse 9? Write what word
stands out the most in that verse.

Just Talk to God
Confess times when you have forgotten the power
of Calvary and the empty tomb. Celebrate the
grace approval you live in because of Jesus Christ.
Into our world. People around you need miracles
of grace. Ask God to do amazing things through
you as live a life bold faith and grace.
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other. List prayer requests and answers in the space below. Pray that each of
you will grow in your experience and expression of God’s amazing grace.

Bible Reading for the Week, May 22-27
M- 1 Corinthians 1:18 - 2:5;
Th- Genesis 15;

T- Romans 1:1-17;
F- Romans 4:1-25

W- Acts 2:36-47;

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

