Book of Galatians Sermon Series
Lesson #2. Confronted Grace.

Week of May 21 – May 27
Focus passage: Galatians 2:11-21
Lesson Overview- Though our hearts regularly
drift from the gospel, Jesus lovingly confronts us,
and draws us back to the heart of the gospel. He
reminds us that the truths we believe should
impact the manner in which we live. When we
receive God’s grace but don’t demonstrate that
same grace to others, we should expect our Father
to re-teach us the truths of this Amazing Grace!
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. What has God been doing around you?
Warm-Up. What is the best way to correct a child? How is correction helpful even as an adult?

We are told that the “fear (respectful reverence) of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom”. The opposite of
this would seem to suggest that foolishness is when our fear is directed to anything other than God. In this
passage of scripture we see how our knowledge of grace can be overcome by fear of other things. When your life
is manipulated by whatever fear is pressing in on you at the moment, your behavior will demonstrate a senseless
floundering about.
The Gospel of Grace transforms our actions to demonstrate the same grace to others who love God.

2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Galatians 2:11-16
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading circle words that express the conflict that the Apostle Peter was experiencing.
Galatians 2:11-16
2:11 “But when Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for what he did was very wrong. 12 When
he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile believers, who were not circumcised. But afterword, when some friends of
James came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of criticism from these people who
insisted on the necessity of circumcision. 13 As a result, other Jewish believers followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even
Barnabus was led astray by their hypocrisy.
14 When I saw that they were not following the truth of the gospel message, I said to Peter in front of all the
others, “Since you, a Jew by birth, have discarded the Jewish laws and are living like a Gentile, why are you now
trying to make these Gentiles follow the Jewish traditions? 15 You and I are Jews by birth, not “sinners” like the
Gentiles. 16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And
we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not
because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.”

A. Two great leaders of the early New Testament Church of Christ are represented here. Both of these Jewish leaders
have had to adjust to a new reality that Gentiles were choosing to come to faith in Jesus Christ. How were each
handling the reality of Gentile believers? (Background for Peter- Acts 10:1- 11:18; Paul- Acts 9:1-19)

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. Paul opposes Peter. How and why did Paul confront
Peter in the way that he did? (see Galatians 2:11 & 14)

What are some other possible ways to handle conflict
and inconsistent belief or behavior? What are the pros
and cons of each option?

C. What was the inconsistency in Peter’s belief and
behavior? (Gal. 2:12-13; see Gal. 1:1, 4)

Express a belief you have because of God’s grace, and
any difficulty in living that belief out in your life.

D. What does it mean to be “made right” with God? (v.
16) What will never be an effective effort to make us
right with God? Define the term “faith” and write your
definition below.

Read Ephesians 2:8-10; and Matthew 28:19-20.
What is the place of obedience in the believer’s life?

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
The grace of God covers our inconsistencies, but it
also teaches us to grow to demonstrate greater
consistency in Christ-centered belief and Christlike actions!
E. How consistent are you? “It depends”, we say.
When is it easiest to live out the things you
believe? When is it hardest?
a. Church
b. Home
c. Work
d. Neighborhood
What preoccupation (fear, favoritism, friend)
tends to distort your ability to live what you
believe?
F. “Faith Your Fears.” Galatians 2:12 says Peter
was afraid of criticism from some people.
How can you increase your respect for God
and love for others so it manages your fears of
people?

G. How is the Holy Spirit prompting you to
increase your grace-consistency of belief and
behavior?

Just Talk to God
Ask God to help you see inconsistencies in your
faith.
Into our world. Thank someone who has helped
you grow as a witness to the gospel of grace.
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you generously live the Gospel-life towards people around you in your
neighborhood, workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the Week, May 22-27
M- Matthew 18:15-35;
T- Acts 10:1-48;
W- Acts 15:1-41;
Th- 1 Corinthians 9:19-27;
F- Romans 6:15-23

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

