Book of Galatians Sermon Series
Lesson #1. The Story of Grace.

Week of May 14 – May 20
Focus passage: Galatians 1:1-10
Lesson Overview- Though it gets very little
good press in today’s media, the Gospel (Good
news) of Jesus Christ is the greatest news the world
has ever heard. The Good news of grace never gets
old or outdated. Whether you are beginning a
curious investigation of the gospel or have been
living in the reality of grace for some time now,
you will discover endless wonders yet to be realized
In the study of grace !
1. Welcome & Prayer (10 minutes)
Greet each other and share the highlight of your week. What has God been doing around you?
Warm-Up. What is the best news you received this week? How did you hear it? How did you respond
when you heard it?
The Emancipation Proclamation was ready to be signed. The papers were complete. All that was lacking
was the signature of the president. History records that Abraham Lincoln was not ready. He had spent the
morning at a reception and his hand was swollen from greet all of the visitors. “Let me wait until my hand is
better,” he reportedly requested. “I don’t wand my signature to be shaky. I want people to know that I set the
slaves free in confidence!”
The Gospel of Grace described in Galatians says that God did the very same. God rescued us confidently.

2. Study the Word (30 Minutes)
Galatians 1:1-10
Share something that impacted you from the message by Jed last Sunday. What was it that directly
seemed to apply to your current life circumstances?
Read the Scripture section twice. In the first reading note any insights or questions that come to your mind. In
the second reading circle words that express the level of Paul’s concern about a false gospel of grace.
Galatians 1:1-9
1:1 “This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group of people or any human authority,
but by Jesus Christ himself and by God the Father, who raise Jesus from the dead.
2 All the brothers and sisters here join me in sending this letter to the churches of Galatia. 3 May God the
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 4 Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father
planned, in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we live. 5 All glory to God forever and ever! Amen.”
6 I am shocked that you are turning away so soon from God, who called you to himself through the
loving mercy of Christ. You are following a different way that pretends to be the Good news 7 but is not
the Good News at all. You are being fooled by those who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ.
8 Let God’s curse fall on anyone, including us or even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of
Good News than the one we preached to you. 9 I say again what we have said before: If anyone preaches any
other Good News than the one you welcomed, let that person be cursed.” 10 Obviously, I’m not trying to win the
approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.”

A. What is Paul’s temperament as the Holy Spirit prompts him to write these paragraphs? Why would he have this
temperament to start the letter?

2. Study the Word (continued)
B. What does Paul mean (verse )1 that he was not
“appointed by …people” but “by Jesus”? Why is that so
important as he addresses questions about the gospel?

If you ever played the party game “telegraph” you know
how a clear statement can be distorted when passed
beyond the original source. How can that happen in
matters of your faith?

C. List the elements of the true Gospel as Paul describes
them in verses 1, 4, & 6.

Now write those elements of the Gospel of Grace in your
own words.

3. Apply the Lesson to Life (10 minutes)
Grace from God is greater than anything! Don’t
accept any other cheap imitation. Get Grace!!
E.

(Verse 1) What are the benefits and dangers
of human teachers in your growth in Christ?

How dependent are you on human teachers to
guide your knowledge of Christ? How can you
become more connected to Christ’s teaching?
F. When did you first respond to the message of
the true Good News (God’s mercy toward
sinners, Jesus died for our sins, Jesus raised
from the dead to rescue us)?

Have you sensed any subtle pressure to
change the “original” authentic Good News along
the way?
G. How is the Holy Spirit prompting you to honor
the true Gospel of Grace? What will you do?

D. What has happened that “shocked” Paul so much?
(v. 6-7)

Describe the elements of the false gospel. (vs 6-10).
How can you recognize if you are being taught a
“twisted” Good News?

Just Talk to God
Ask God to guide you to be more alert to
dangerous false teaching that twists the truth. Tell
to Him your desire to hold to the true Gospel.
Into our world. How is the Gospel “good News”
to people around you? Have a “Good News”
conversation with them this week.
Put into practice the 5 Habits of God’s people.
Pray for 5. Bless. Eat. Listen/Learn. Share.

4. Take it to the Lord in Prayer (10 minutes)
Spend time praying for each other as you generously live the LOVE CAN life in your neighborhood,
workplace, school, and city. List prayer requests and answers in the space below.

Bible Reading for the Week, May 15-20
M- 1 Corinthians 15:1-11;
T- Philippians 1:12-30;
Th- Titus 2:1-15;
F- Romans 3:9-26

W- 1 Timothy 1:1-17;

Contact First Christian Church , Council Bluffs, IA and FCC Connect Groups:
Rich Milliken, rmilliken@firstchristiancb.org, work 712-328-2606
Connect Group Assistant, Lisa Cline, cornwidow@yahoo.com

