Life Group Sermon Study

Week 1, Week of 12/3/17

Big Idea: God is with us. In fulfilled promises, in
realized dreams, and refreshed hope, God has come
to be near us … with us. How could we help but sing?
In this series we will explore the songs inspired and
born from our joy that Christ has entered the world.
Rediscover the thrill of hope that will inspire heavenly
songs of unsurpassed joy to the world around you!

O HOLY NIGHT
Jesus brings hope to a weary world.

HOPE IS HERE
Lamentations 3:20-26; Hebrews 10:23; Romans 13:11-12

Capture our Attentiona. What words best describe the moment of dawn – when the sun peaks up over the horizon and
spreads light across the landscape? Draw a picture of sunrise and list three words that capture
that moment.

b. Share your Take-A-Way from last Sunday’s sermon. What insight or truth from the message did
God allow to capture your attention? What are you doing to live out the implications of that
truth?

Enlighten our MindStudy the Hope Jesus brings. Lamentations 3:19-26 & Romans 13:11-12
1.
Hope is most amazingly wonderful in our bleakest moments. If you’ve ever discovered hope in a time of
despair, you know what a remedy Hope can be! Jeremiah describes the impact of hope in his lament
over the destruction of Jerusalem in 608 BC. Identify the description of despair and hope in the verses
of Lamentations 3:16-26.
a. Words of DESPAIR

b. Words of HOPE

2.

Hope begins with a promise yet to be fulfilled. What promises is Jeremiah recalling that gives him hope?
(see verses 22-25)

3.

Why is it so hard to do what Jeremiah describes in verse 26? What helps you give room for hope in your
hard times?
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Week 1 BORN IS THE KING: Jesus brings HOPE

4.

Lamentations 3:20-26; Hebrews 10:23; Romans 13:11-12

Read Hebrews 10:23 out loud. What words seem to capture your attention?
“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm,
for God can be trusted to keep his promise.”

How much effort, on our part does, this verse suggest that Hope requires? Why?
5.

Take a moment as a group to call to mind some promises we have because Jesus gives us HOPE.
- Matthew 1:21
- Matthew 1:23
- Matthew 2:6
- Luke 1:33
- Luke 2:10, 11

6.

The passage in Romans 13:11-12 suggests an urgency about our hope of salvation that should
not be ignored. Write two simple actions that these verses call your attention toward. How can
you do these two things?

HOPE living!-

Receive it and Share it.

a.

Jesus came to bring HOPE because we need it so desperately. It can be powerfully encouraging for you
that God knows the desperation of your situation. The Bible says that God knows your needs even
before you tell Him and he cares for you. Write a short paragraph that Jesus might say to you about the
situations in your life that seem hopeless to you.

b.

From this week’s study, share the promise from scripture that is the most meaningful to you?
How does recalling that promise . . . lift you from despair? . . . how does it prompt you to share it?

c.

Think of your ONE… The person that you are praying for and intentionally spending time with to deepen
your relationship. You want them to experience Jesus’ HOPE as well. What difficulties are they
experiencing? Where are they feeling hope-less? How can you bring a little bit of Jesus’ hope to them?

d.

Be Jesus. Bring hope to your world. Let Jesus fill you with hope so that can let His Hope overflow
through you as you live out these five habits through your day/week.
1. Bless one person each day by showing them God’s love,
2. Eat with three people each week,
3 & 4. Listen to and Learn from Jesus each week,
5. Share the insight you learn with three people each week.

Pray an “Imagine” prayer for your group, neighborhood and city to wake up to Hope in Jesus.
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