
Dear Cornerstone family, 
  
Below is a portion of our resignation letter.  Rebekah and I are lifting up our Cornerstone family 
as we go through this period of transition. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Pastor Nate 

12/4/2019 
Dear friends, 
  

As we have often said, we feel extremely humbled and privileged to serve as your 
pastor’s family.  Just as we felt God leading us here, to serve you, we have felt Him leading us 
away.   
  

Recently, in a message, I made the statement that followers of Jesus, follow Jesus.  I 
meant what I said when I said that.  Sometimes following Jesus doesn’t make sense to us or to 
others.  We have felt His Mighty Hand upon our lives ever since we said “YES” to Him.  We 
continue to serve His church with a servants’ heart.  Not as if it was a “right”, owed to us, but as 
a privilege.  

  
In October, as I was on my way to attend “The Awakening Prayer Conference” I received 

a voicemail from the District Superintendent of New Mexico.  He asked that I give him a call 
back, which I did.   

  
Please understand, I had never met him before.  However, he had been given my name 

by someone in a congregation that I had formerly served.  This couple is now actively involved 
and attending the First Church of the Nazarene in Roswell, New Mexico.  She shared that while 
having her regular quiet time with the Lord, He had brought my name to her attention and 
asked her to reach out to the DS regarding the vacancy of their church.  She did not share this 
immediately with the DS.  After some time though, in being obedient to the Lord, she did.  It 
was at that time that the DS contacted me.   

  
This District Superintendent had been pastoring the Roswell First Church of the 

Nazarene prior to his election as District Superintendent.  Once he accepted the position as the 
new District Superintendent, he had to resign his current assignment.  Throughout the past 
several months he had been praying about who that replacement may be.  He had been 
searching for someone that could build upon the foundation that he had nurtured regarding 
prayer.  This call was unique, in that, our focus in this assignment as well as in my former 
assignment has been prayer.  Prayer is the Christian’s most powerful weapon.  Yet many times, 
it is often the least utilized in the daily life of believers.  

  
My first response to his request that I consider interviewing at Roswell First COTN was… 

“I’m not looking to go anywhere.”  However, as I have been told by my mentors, whenever you 



are thought of, or an opportunity is presented to you, don’t immediately say “no”.  It’s because 
of this philosophy when it comes to following God’s call that we came to Cornerstone COTN.  At 
the time, that Rebekah and I felt God’s call to come to Cornerstone COTN, there were four 
other churches that had contacted me.  I prayerfully considered each one.  Rebekah and I have 
never treated God’s call upon our life flippantly.  We have never felt like we were obliged to say 
“yes” or “no” to any one church.  However, our supreme desire has always been to always say 
“yes” to whatever we felt that God was calling us to.  In this case, we have interviewed with the 
Roswell First COTN board, the church, we have seriously prayed through (seeking God’s desire 
and not our own), and as a result have felt God’s tender nudge to accept the position as Lead 
Pastor of the Roswell First Church of the Nazarene. 

  
This has not been an easy decision.  None of it makes sense to those looking in from the 

outside.  Hannah and Scott are not too far away and expecting our first grandchild.  She has 
become involved with their worship department and continues to provide leadership, leading 
their worship team on their schedule.  We feel that God has been working in recent days in our 
Cornerstone COTN family.  We love life here in Brazoria County, we love our Cornerstone COTN 
family.  We are looking forward to the Strategic Spiritual Planning session with Peggy Stark-
Wilson and what that will bring.  The church will soon become “debt-free”.  This year the 
church will actually be able to report budgets “PAID IN FULL”.  Rebekah loves her job.  She loves 
her Bible study group.  She loves leading the youth and feels God’s call to continue to pursue 
ministry. Her teens have become her children.  So many things are going well and will continue 
as the leadership of the church trusts the Lord.  There are way too many reasons to list as to 
why this decision “DOESN’T” make sense.   

  
          However, the ONE major reason that it DOES make sense, is God’s call upon our lives.  We 
can’t dismiss God’s call.  We trust that He knows what is best for our lives even if we are unable 
to give logical reasons for His decisions.  He IS GOD and we are NOT.  In a desire to honor Him 
with our lives, we willingly surrender ourselves to Him. We are being obedient to what He is 
asking of us.  In so doing, we must resign our position in the Cornerstone COTN family as lead 
pastor and youth director.   Our last Sunday will be January 12th, 2020. 
  
          We are willing to do whatever is within our authority and power to prepare the church for 
this period of transition.  Our hearts desire is to equip the church to continue making a 
difference in the 11 various communities that surround its’ physical location.  
  
          We love our Cornerstone COTN family and hope to hear great testimonies of how God is 
moving among this wonderful congregation.  Thank you for giving us the privilege to serve you. 
  
Your servant in Christ, 
  
                                            Pastor Nate 
 


